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The Lessons of Plattsburg

(Reprinted from the New York Tribune
of September 20, 1916)

What an Inquiring Rookie Discovered in Regard to the
Tone, Purpose, Educational Value and Military
Utility of Trainlng Camp Life—A Tribute to an
Experiment that has ‘‘Made Good’’'—Its Results in
Producing Mental and Physical Recuperation.

The season of military training
camps for 1916 comes to an end, 1 be-
lieve, with the present encampment. But
there are other years to come, and the
same belief in preparedness which led me
to go to Plattsburg prompts me to urge
all young men of military age, who may
be able to attend one of the 1917 camps,
to lay their plans to that end.

I went to Plattsburg with considerable
misgivings, for I am forty-four years old,
and thus past the usual military age. My
life has been, in the main, a sedentary
one, and I have always been rather less
than more vigorous muscularly than the
normal man of my weight and years.
Apart from a willingness to submit my-
self to discipline, I was endowed with al-
most every possible ineptitude for mili-
tary life. Hence, the stories that were
brought to me of the rigors of Plattsburg
life and of the endurance test involved in
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““hiking’’ under the weight of the pack
led me to fear that I might not be up to
1t.

I went, first, because, though I had
long held the belief that those who spoke
of a ‘““million men springing to arms’’
when the emergency called, and those
who acted on that belief were vain
dreamers, I had no concrete conception
of the training necessary to convert a
body of patriotic men from an armed
mob to an efficient command, and I
wanted to clarify my ideas on that sub-
Ject; second, because I had heard much
pacifist argument to the effect that mili-
tary training was apt to induce a thirst
for gore which would engender a popu-
lar demand for war, and, further, that
the ““barrack room’’ life tended to de-
moralize the youth who were subjected to
it. I wanted to get such light on the va-
hdity of those arguments as so brief a
quasi-military experience might provide.

A CURE FOR ‘‘SLOPPINESS.”’

The experience was illuminating at all
points. My fears anent the physical
strain proved idle. Of course, the work
was hard, and there were moments when
I felt that T was extended to my limit.
But I came out of it feeling fitter than I
have ever felt in my life. And I can say
unhesitatingly that no vacation that I
have ever taken—and I have spent many
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of them outdoors—has ever come within
measurable bounds of setting me up as
these four weeks at Plattsburg have
done.

I found the military training of great
educational value. I believe that one of
the most marked characteristics of the
American way of thinking and doing 1s
‘““sloppiness.”” Both in thought and 1in
action ‘‘any old way’’ suffices for us if 1t
‘““gets there,”’ or appears to us at the mo-
ment to ‘‘get there.”” Thus far the char-
acteristic has not been fatal becau_se
other nationalities have rivalled us in 1it.
But some time in 1917 or 1918 or 1919
we are going to be called upon to face a
world that has been taught the value of
clarity in thought and of disciplined co-
ordination in action—at all events in the
industrial field. And I have encountered

‘mothing so efficient in demonstrating the

futility of haphazard and disintegratefl
methods and the advantages of intelli-
gent, concerted action as elementary
military training.

Men are taught, among other things,
that when there is a prescribed way of
doing things other ways are not “*just as
200od.”” When they come to apply their
intelligences to the subject they find that
the way that has been selected is the most
expeditious and the most effective, and
that results are obtained by a subordina-
tion to intelligent direction and by
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prompt co-ordination in execution that
could be obtained in no other manner.

Furthermore, I found the general tone
of the place reassuringly high. I do not
mean that there were no men of rowdy
tendency in camp or that such men were
always suppressed. But I do mean that
I have never seen a large body of men, in
college or out, where there was less of the
rowdy spirit and in which its occasional
manifestations were so easily quelled.
Nor have I ever seen a large body of men
in whose habitual speech there was so
small an admixture of profanity and ob-
scenity. I have been told that statements
have been published that run directly
counter to that which 1 have just ex-
pressed, and particularly that it has been
sald that the officers were in the habit of
cursing at the men.

FEw EXCESSES.

Naturally, such statements are not the
subject of sweeping denial by any indi-
vidual on the basis of his own limited ex-
perience. But I should be greatly aston-
ished if a canvass of the 3,000 men who
attended the August camp would de-
velop a handful who would not testify
that the conduct of the regular officers
was uniformly exemplary, who would not
ridicule the statement that the officers
were in the habit of cursing the men or
that their conduct was in any way lack-
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ing in courtesy or Kkindliness, and who
did not find in the quiet efficiency of the
regular officers an inspiring example.
This would be my testimony and that of
every man who expressed himself in my
hearing while I was there.

Furthermore, there seemed to be little
of the indulgence in aleoholic or other
excesses such as not infrequently charac-
terize large gatherings of men, and while
not all the men conformed to the advice
of the officers to eut out intoxicants en-
tirely during the month of training, 1
knew of no case of intoxication while 1
was in camp, and I was not infrequently
at the cafés and barrooms, where one
would expect to find occasional evidence
of intoxication if there had been any ex-
cessive drinking. There was certainly
much less evidence of drinking and other
excesses than 1s to be found in the aver-
age college community, and I am per-
suaded that no one who is undeterred
from sending his boy to college by the
fear of ‘“barrack room influences’’ need
fear the effects of the massing of youth
that takes place in the military training
camps.

INTENSIVE TRAINING.

The reason for this is not far to seek.
It lies in the intensive character of the
training. The life led at Plattsburg 1is
not such as would ordinarily be led by
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men in an army in times of peace, with
many hours of leisure and much surplus
vitality to be worked off in those leisure
hours, but approximately the life of a
command at a front where activity 18
constant and where there is neither time
nor energy for much else than the mil-
tary business in hand. Hence, the regime
of the men approximates more nearly
that led by the collegian in training for
athletic honors than that of the average
man in or out of college. This regime, if
applied—as there is every reason why it
should be applied—to the classes called

for military instruction under a system’

of universal training, would suffice to
eliminate those evils of army life which
have been urged as one of the objections
to universal service.

I found the spirit of the place one of
earnest purpose. The men were there to
learn what they could of an art through
which they believed they could render
patriotic service, and it was a common
experience to find them devoting a large
part of the little leisure accorded them to
a patient endeavor to perfect themselves
In the manual of arms or the technique
of simple evolutions.

Finally, since every man was rated on
the basis of his military efficiency and as
the groupings which determined intimate
social intercourse were determined pri-

marily by physical characteristies, the
8

life was characterized by a more com-
plete elimination of social and other faec-
titious distinctions and a more complete
acceptance of the democratic ideal than
any other that I have ever known.

The first lesson that Plattsburg en-
forces is that war is not an inspiriting
drama of brass bands and brass buttons
and thin red lines of heroes, but a very
drab tragedy wherein the participant is
a mute, inglorious mongrel, compounded
of trench digger, porter, street cleaner,
scavenger, unskilled mechanic and a va-
riety of other occupations which are
practiced much more satisfactorily with-
out the stimulus of bullets and bayonets
around the next bend in the road. In a
word, I believe that there would be no
greater anchor to the shoals of peace than
a universal realization by the youth of
the country of the drudgery that war in-
evitably entails, and that no democracy
such as ours in which there was engen-
dered the concrete realization of these
facts such as universal service alone could
render widespread will ever find itself
involved in so wretched a business as war
until the last resource for honorable

peace has been exhausted.

Tue BesT VACATION.

On my conclusions as to the necessity
of universal service to enqble the country
to work out its destinies in peace I shall
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not dilate. But I believe that no man
can come into even so slight a contact
with the problems of military organiza-
tion and action as is afforded by a
month’s training without being con-
vineed beyond the possibility of doubt
that nothing short of months of intensive
training by skilled officers can suffice to
convert a body of untrained men into a
military unit ecapable of rendering the
slightest service, and that any attempt to
employ raw levies in a real military
emergency could result in nothing but
the prompt and futile annihilation of the
men of whom they were composed.

But, after all, the immediate question
18 not whether we shall have compulsory
universal service, but whether those of
the youth of the country who are intelli-
gently seeking to employ their vacations
advantageously and those of their par-
ents who are anxious that they shall do
so shall strive to avail themselves of the
opportunity that the military training
camps offer. The message of my own ex-
perience, taken at its lowest level, is that
in no other way can thirty days of the
Summer be turned to such good account
for mental and physical recuperation.

Howarp S. (FANS.

New York, September 16, 1916.
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LEHIGH UNIVERSITY

SOUTH BETHLEHEM, PA.
HENRY STURGIS DRINKER November 2 , 1916.

PRESIDENT

To the Members of the Advisory Committee of University Presidents
on the Summer Military Instruction Camps.

Gentlemen:

It is now understood that our annual meeting date this

year, to conform with that of the Carnegie Foundation, must be

fixed for Wednesday, lIovember 15, at 1 P. M., at the Centnry Asso-
ciation, 7 West 43rd Street, llew Xork City. We have had to change
our meeting from November 16 to November 15, as you know, owing :‘to
the unfortunate mistake that was made in the information givén*me
as to the date of the annual meeting of the Carnegie Foundation,
and I am receiving word from our members as to whom we may expect
to meet on the 16th. It would be an advantage for those of the
Committee who can conveniently do so, to reach the Century Club,
gsay, about 12:20, so that we may have an 0pportunity for a little
informal conference before lunch.

I went to New Haven last week to see President Hadley
and to Boston to see President Lowell, and I have conferred, by
letter, with President Hibben, in regard to a draft of the state-
méni,for this year,that we have been sending out annually to the
presidents of universities and colleges throughout the country.

In rendering this statement I think we have performed the

most substantial service possible from our Committee, because



und oubtedly our brethren in university work through the country

would rather have & report from our Committee 2as to the work of

these camps than one reaching them from & purely military stand-

point, and I know that it was General Wood's idea in the firs?
instence to enlist our help so as to have an expression of opinion
from the educationsl side. It has been our aim in the last three
years to make our reports brief and to the point. The enclosed
is‘submitted for your approvael or amendment, it being a draf?
prepared by an informal committee consisting of President Lowell,
President Hadley, President Hibben and myself. If approved I will
have it manifolded and send it to the presidents of £11 the

universities and colleges in the country at which there is an

attendance of male students.

Please let me hear from you in the matter.

Sincerely yours,

I, -

-——

/

————
——
A ——

I sent you recently a typewritten copy of Mr. Gans' letter of
September 20 to the New York Tribune, wnich has been characterized
as one of the best summaries of the camp work ever written. I
grooae sending copies of it with our report to 2ll University and

ollege Presidents, and &t Lehigh I expect to send it to the parents
of 2ll students. I have had the type held: please let me know
whether you would care to have any number. These can be supplied,
for the cost of paper and printing, at the rate of & ¢, o2~ per 1000,
or 8 27. »— for ©000. |



LEHIGH UNIVERSITY
SoUTH BETHLEHEM, PA.
HENRY STURGIS DRINKER
PRESIDENT

November 9, 1916.

Rt. Rev. Thomas J. Shahan, Rector,
Catholic University of America,
Washington, D. C.
My dear Bishop Shahan:

I have your return postel card advising me that
you cannot personally attend our luncheon and meeting
next week but that you will ask our good friend, Dr..
Pace, to represent you, which, of course, will be
very satisfactory to us, although we shall regret

yvour &absence.

Cordially yours,




November 1C, 1©16.

Pro:idéﬁt Henry 8. Drinker,

Lehigh University,

' South Bethlehem, Pa.
Dear Prasident Drinker:-
| Bishop Shahan directs me to thank you
for tﬁfw drait of the proposed Report on the summer camps
and tr.; a8k whether you ha* gonsidered the advisability of
l-ddihg to your atatement the nurber of men whe were in atten-
dance during the past summer and the number of institutions

which they represented. I think it quite likely that, at

tho'metir}g in New York next week, there will be some request
for thtt‘iu of this kinl.‘ and if they could he furnished
without too much trouble, ther would help to give a more de=-
finite idea of what has heen done.

_ Bishop Shahan has asked me to represent him

at the meeting, and I look forward with pleasure to the oppor=
tunity of sceing you again,

Very sinocerely yours,



LLeHIGH UNIVERSITY
SouTH BETHLEHEM, PA.

HuNRY S. DRINKER, PaasmeaNs
NATT M. EMERY, Vion-Presmoar

Octobey 30, 1916.

To thc Members of the Advisory Committcc of University Presidents
on the Summer Military Instruction Camps.

Gentlecmen:

I have just leamcd that an error occurrcd in the information
given me as to the date of the coming annual meeting of the Carnegic
Foundation. At the time that I startcd to cngage the room for the
annual meeting of our Military Training Camps Comnittce at the Century
Association, I telcphoned over to the Carnegic Foundation to ask the
date of their annual meeting, as we have made it a point in the last

throo years to hold our meetlng on the date of thulrs a numbcr of

b -
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our members being also members of the Carnegle Fomndatlon and it is
s matter of considerable convenience to them to }}ave the two mcetings
take place on the same date. The answer I'receivéd from the Carncgic
Poundation was that their date was November 16th, and I accordingly
engaged the room and luncheon for that date and sozadvised you all.

I have just learncd that through a misapprehensi on the date given me
was the date of the annual meeting of the Carnegic Corporation whidh
ig held on bieemwewbesmpy [ovenber 16th, and that the mnual meeting
of the Carnegie Foundation is to be held on November 15th, so we will
have to change the date of our proposed meeting ffpm the l6th to one
o'clock at the Century Association on the 15th.

Kindly lect me know on the enclosed postal card whether we can
count on your presencc on the 19th instead of on the 16th. I regret
this mistake but you sce from the above how it occurrcd.

Sincerely yours,

Henry S. Driﬁkpr



LEHIGH UNIVERSITY

SouTH BETHLEHEM, PA.
HENRY STURGIS DRINKER

PRESIDENT

October 350, 1916.

To the Rt. Rev. Thomas J. Shahan,
Rector, Catholic University of America,
Washington, D. C.
My dear Bishop Shahan:
I have yvour letter of the 26th. Please note the
change of date in my enclosed circular letter to the Committee

from the 16th to the 15th. Of course, we will be very glad

to see Dr. Pace at our meeting if you feel that you cannot

come in person.

sincerely yours,

/%@%Va



TeLernoNg, 31883 CorRTLANDT

MILITARY TRAINING CAMPS ASSOCIATION
OF THE UNITED STATES

31 NASSAU STREET, NEW Yok CIry

August 29, 1916.

Rt. Rev., Thomas J, Shahan, Rector,
Catholic University of America,
Washington, D, C,.

Dear Sir:

I am sending you as a member of the Governing Commit tee
of this Association a pamphlet containing the Constitution, By-laws
and present membership of the Committees of the Association.

I hope that you ecan find time to read this carefully
and send such suggeéstions as you may wish.

The Executive Committee is formulating plans for the

development of the Training Camp movement during the coming year.
The members of all Federal Training Camps since their inception

in 1913 are now members of the Association and with those in the
remaining 1916 camps, who are expected to join, will give us a
total membership of over 20,000 at the end of the 1916 camps. It
is planned to carry on the work of recruiting for the 1917 camps
on the same general lines but in a larger and more systematic way.
In that co:meotion a complete printed roster of all Federal Train-
ing Camp men since the camps began in 1913 and to include all 1916
camps is in process of preparation. This will give addresses and
occupations and be arranged geographically as well as by camps,
and should be invaluable for recruiting purposes. An excellent
moving picture has been taken of the training camp work, which
7ill be available for distribution to the various Enrollment Com-
mittees that will be formed throughout the country. Tentative

plans have been made for the publication of a first class
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magazine to serve as the organ of the Association and a means of
binding the members of the Association together. A winter corre-
spondence course will doubtless be conducted and there will be
lectures and winter work in the larger centers.

In order to discuss the many quesions of policy involved
and to bring the members of the committees from all sections .in
touch with each other it is planned to have a general meeting of
all the Standing Committees of the Association in New York City
from Friday November 24th to Sunday November 26th inclusive.

This is at the time of the Harvard-Yale game in New
Haven. Business will be suspended to attend the game and it will
be planned to make a pleasant occasion of this meeting as well as
to have a thorough discussion of the work and policy of the Asso-
ciation. It will be very important to have a full attendance,
especially of men from the South and West. A detailed program
will be sent later, Meanwhile wi];I you not reserve the dates and
nlan to be present? I enclose a return envelope. Will you kind-
ly let me know whether the plan for this meeting appeals to you
and whether or not you can probably come?

The Executive Committee will be glad to receive sugges-
tions as to this meeting and as to the affairs of the Association
in general.

Sincerely yours,
MM
Secretary, Governing Committee,
Military Training Camps Association.



3 Eastern Deparﬁnent, U. sl. Army | , asa

1916

PLATTSBURG, N. Y.

First Camp Senior Division—June 5 to July 2.

*Second Camp Junior Division—July 5 to August 8.

Third Camp Senior Division—July 12 to August 8.

Fourth Camp Senior Division—August 10 to September 6.

Fifth Camp Senior Division—September B7t6 Oetober /5. (WG Tesot 15 red

Pyt arrenaiin L 0 2t mus sl
QUALIFICATIONS | _ - | .
'~ The Junior Division comprises: (a) undergraduates of colleges and universities; (b) graduates in
1016 of colleges and universities; (c) students in public or private schools who have reached a grade eq'uiv‘a'-
lent to Senior Class, High School; (d) graduates, under 21, of such schools with above grade. 111
" The Senior Division comprises: (a) graduates of colleges and universities under 45; (b) other citi-
zens, between 21 and 45 (both inclusive) not included in above, who have qualifications or experience equiva-
lent to such an education. . B AR ranitto watbagatn , d henga: o
| Nore: Similar camps will be held at Fort OGLETHORPE, I_*(}{s,, from, K April 3 to August 8, and also
p'rb_laa_l'?ly in the other Military Departments. il 8 PooR L

OBJECTS

The objects of these camps are: |

To help equip properly qualified men to fll the great deficiency in commissioned officers
that would immediately arise in case of national emergency, by giving them four or five weeks
of intensive military instruction in the field under officers, and with troops, of the Regular Army'*;

To foster a patriotic spirit and spread among the citizens of the country some knowledge of
military history, military policy, and military needs. 1% A SRR Y

To instil in four or five weeks, of healthy outdoor life the habits of obpdience, Idiscihplinef,

command and self-control that are the prerequisites of efficiency in every business or profession,
and to send men back from the camps better prepared to take care of themselves and of others.

EXPENSE
~ " $30 for Senior Division, and $22.50 for Junior Division, exclusive of uniform, which 'costs
abbutfﬁlﬂ,‘i-“andiifailw”a'yﬂfare.- ' I ATy | 101132 . sl brg 91 Goh-10- 1110

OBLIGATION _ b rersth et 1o a1

" The obligation to defend the country in case of need already rests on all male citizens of
military age. Attendance at a military training camp neither increases nor diminishes this

. A1 () ST %! Vi - W | : e ) I3 BN il% "t 12 1
existing obligation. _ | . |
Fb'r further details see enclosed Bulletin of Infomtioﬁ_ or ad-dm,: "
'OFFICER IN CHARGE,
35 ] Military Training Camps,

Governors Island, N. Y.

*I_f__‘apnlicatibtis l_;ﬁafrant, additional camps will be held for the Junior Division.

(OVER)



HISTORY AND VALUE = | |

In July, 1913, the first training camp of the ‘Regular Army for college and high school
students was held on the field of Gettysburg. In the same year a students’ camp was also held
at Monterey, California, and in'1914 and 1915 similar camps were held in various parts of the
country.

In June, 1915, a corresponding movement was started among the younger professional and
business men, and resulted in the Plattsburg training camps for Business and Professional men
of 1915, with an attendance of 1,800 men.

Like the student camps, these camps were held with the approval of the War Department
and under officers and in conjunction with troops of the Regular Army. A high standard of
morale and substantial military results were attained.

Indirectly the Plattsburg idea brought about a similar camp at Fort Sheridan, Illinois,
attended by over 500 men, and similar movements in various parts of the country.

Plans are being made for sectional camps on a large scale in the summer of 1916. Unques-
tionably the “Plattsburg idea” has had great influence throughout the nation in developing a
sense of military obligation among the young men of the country, and the present indications are
that at least 30,000 will attend these camps this summer. 3

The aim is to give men of average physique four or five weeks a year of intensive military
instruction under officers of the Regular Army, so that at the end of that time men of no previous
military experience will, at least, have learned the rudiments of military organization and dis-
cipline and use of the military rifle, and become somewhat familiar with the equipment, feed-
ing and sanitary care of an army in the field, and the handling and control of men in maneuvers.
- N6 examinations are held, but at the completion of the training recommendations are made
by the company commanders as to the efficiency of the attendant and certificates of competency
are issued by the commanding officer and filed with the War Department. -

" Your attendance will not only help equip you to discharge with greater efficiency an exist-
ing obligation, but your example by deed will be of inestimable value in arousing your commu-
nity to the need of military preparedness.

MEMORANDUM FROM COMMITTEE OF THE FIRST TRAINING REGIMENT
... . .ORGANIZED AT PLATTSBURG, N. Y., 1915,

The Men of the First Training Regiment, composed of 1,800 men who attended the Platts-
burg Camps (Senior Division) in 191_?:.l are deeply interested in the extension of the training
camp movement. So strongly do they believe in the importance and value of these camps that
they are undertaking to bring the purposes of the camps to the attention of as many as possible
of the young men of the country and to urge them to attend the camps.

'~ While the patriotic motive must and should be the most powerful consideration to impel
men ta attend ‘the camps we can testify to many advantages from the individual standpoint. The
out-of-door life and hard exercise, the strict but sensible discipline of the Regular Army ofhcers,
the interesting study of a subject outside of our normal work, the opportunity of associating
in a common cause with a vigorous body of men drawn from many different communities: and
occupations, make the experience both interesting and inspiring.. Finally, we venture to state that
from _th-isl,e;;ge,_rigpce comes a stronger patriotism and a more intelligent comprehension of our
military situation and our personal obligations to serve our country in time of need. |

Rosert Bacon, New York. i R. M. McEiroy, New Jersey.

WiLLiaM MAgsfiant, Butnrrr, Kentucky. ~Joun Purroy MircueL, New York.
Puaiuip A. CarroLr, New York., = - 7 7 OGeorGE WHARTON PEPPER, Pennsylvania.
GRENVILLE CLARK, New York. "@w# | Wirriam CoorErR ProcTeR, Ohio.

J. W. FarLey, Massachusetts. | Gt wmse W, MceM. Rurter, Illinois.

hlaae T | | Executive Committee,
TATIETESS. & —— s o 2 " First Training Regiment Organization.



HEADQUARTERS EASTERN DEPARTMENT . !

GOVERNORS IsLaAND, NEw York City

'J‘ANUAR‘Y 17,°1916.

DEAR SIR: |

You will find herewith a bulletin contalmng full mformatlon n regard to mlhtary tralmng
camps to'be held at Plattsburg, N: Y., this summer, with the hope that you will be interested in
this subject. f -

You will note, first, that applicants are desired principally from those who have had col-
lege, university, high school (or corresponding school) education. Non-graduates are not
excluded but each case will be decided on its merits with a view to maintaining a level in the
progressive scheme of development. The training given at these camps is very intensive, cover-
ing in a period of four weeks as much as possible of the fundamental education of an officer.
This calls for a well trained mind. In the second place, past experience has shown that this class
of young men 18 the first to ]om the colors in time of war and many of them regardless of their
skill in military matters receive commissions, This has been the procedure i in_times_past. It is

right and necessary that these young men should be fully informed as to the tremendous responsi-
bility which will come to them with the uommand of men and, the Jrreparable loss Wh’lCh may be

caused by unskilled leadership. |

Furthermore, as citizens of military age and as members of the unorgamzed mrlma under
the constitution, it 1s necessary for the intelligent discharge of their military obligations that
they should be as well informed as possible on these matters. The President has said in a recent
message * * * “It will be right enough, rfight American pollcy, based upon our accustomed
prmc1ples and practices, to provide a system by which every citizen who will volunteer for the
training may be made familiar with the use of modern arms, the rudiments of drill and man-
euver, and the maintenance and sanitation of camps. We should encourage such training and
make it a means of discipline which our young men will learn to value.” * * *

At these camps great stress 15 laid upon personal hyglene and'camp sanitation and a serious
effort is made to teach men how to take care of themselves in camp and at maneuvers, as well
as to familiarize them with the use of arms. The conduct of the camps tends to establish
habits of promptness and exactness, and to the careful observance and prompt execution of
instructions. A serious effort is made through lectures to convey a sound and correct idea of
the military policy of the United States as exemplified by our past wars, and particular attention

is given to the general subject of military history. -

Secondary to these more serious purposes of the camp, there is to be considered the physi-
cal benefit of a healthy, out-of-doors life, vigorous exercise, discipline, good food and association
with a fine lot of men from every section of the Country with whom, as past experience shows, a
very intimate bond is formed based on hard work in camp and maneuvers and the consciousness

of serving a good cause. . .

For these reasons national statesmen and legislators, famous lawyers, great bankers and
merchants, and many high state and city officials have stood eibow to elbow in the ranks, at such
camps, with men who labor for a daily wage, and both are proud of it. .,

- The whole effect of the camps has been excellent both from the standpon!lt of moreasmg
the sense of each man’s responsibility to the nation for service and his @Blrgatton: to fit himself
to render it effectively and efficiently. 1 believe all men who have attended these camps have

left them better phystcally and morally, and W1th a hlghcr 'and better coﬂéeptton of thetr duty

as citizens. |
Attendance at the camp wzll not u:lcrease elther the legal or moral ,obl‘gatton of those who

attend. The intention 1s mercly to equip those taking the course of tratmng to fulfill with
more efficiency and usefulness obllgatlonb whlch are already l.axd uppn them as ctttzens of the

United States.
Very smcerely yours,

(Slgned) LEONKR[; iWO'ODI,
Major General U. S. Army.

(OVER)



REPORT OF THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE: OF UNIVERSITY PRESIDENTS ON
THE SUMMER MILITARY INSTRUCTION CAMPS FOR STUDENTS.

NoveMBER 17, 1915.

» T'hese: camps have now been in operation for three successive summers. In their growth and
admirable management during the past two summers of 1914 and 1915, they have more than
fulfilled the expectations of those endorsing them, based on the first year’s experience in the
summer 1913." The camps of 1913 and 1914 were held before the breaking out of the great war
abroad, which has brought into greater prominence than before their value to the nation. |

We repeat the hearty endorsement given in our reports on the camps held in 1913 and 1914.
This year they were visited by a number of the members of our committee, and the com-
mittee as a whole has given attention and thought to their educational usefulness in the summer
SERASOR. 'nval & ._ | .-

The students attending are under careful oversight. The excellence of food, sanitation, and
medical care, has been well maintained. The students have an ideal five weeks’ outing, pleas-
urable and beneficial to them; and the instruction, drill, cavalry exercises, field manceuvres,
field surveying and field work generally give them in the continuous five weeks’ training, an
insight into military matters. %Héy are, in addition to this regular work, given ample time for
recreation and rest. R R —————————— v

We commend the camps to the authorities and students of the universities and colleges of the
country. We believe that the training and instruction which the students attending receive ‘ot
only emphasize the dangers and losses of wars lightly and unpreparedly entered into, but we
also believe that the training given is excellent, and a great benefit, mental and physical, to the
students attending. '

PresipENT JounN G. Hmeen, Chairman, | PReSIDENT BENJAMIN IpE W HEELER,
- Princeton University. e AT o | University of California.
PReSIDENT A. LLAWRENCE LOWELL, . e PRreSIDENT J. G. SCHURMAN,
- Harvard University. Y2 A AL ;1 Cornell University.
PRESIDENT ARTHUR TwiniNng HApLgy, .+ PresmpeEnT EpmMunp-J. JAMES,
Yale University. fiia ) , ~ University of Illinois.
- PresmpENT JoEN H. FINLEY, "), CHANCELLOR J. H. KIRKLAND,
University of the State of New York = ~Vanderbilt University.
. and Commissioner of Education. .+ PreEsipENT A. C. HUMPHREYS,
PresipENT H. B. HuTcHINS, s 8 ~_ Stevens Institute of Technology.
‘University of Michigan. et | -~ 'Presmexnt H!" A. GARFIELD, = == °
SUPERINTENDENT E. W. NicHors, - > 1 Williams College. |
Virginia Military Institute. vy o0t o 1., PRESIDENT. GeoRGE H. DENNY,

| | | ~ University. of Alabama.
PresmENT HENRY StTUurGlsS DRINKER, [.ehigh University, Secretary.

- HEADQUARTERS N. G. N.'Y.
‘The question is sometimes asked whether there is any conflict of interest or of effort between
llege and business men.
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iis question may not only be answered emphatically in the negative, but it mjybe affirmatively
tated with equal emphasis that the training regiments have been of benefit to the National
ed officers and
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ment have joined organizations of the
some as enlisted men. ; g ) 1> | | i S190H

- Wholly aside from the foregoing there is another aspect of the training camps which should
not be lost sight of. There are in some localities men who desire military training, but who are
so circumstanced that thev cannot make available for the purpose the amount of time demanded
by service in the National Guard. Some of the men in this class find it possible to devote thirty
days for training during the summer months. The training camps furms_h the needed Oppor-
tunity for men in this class. These camps are therefore pgrfqrnnng a service to the nation in
respect to such men, which it is not possible for the National Guard to perform.

I have no hesitation in urging upon officers of the National Guard throughout the State their
fullest co-operation in' support of the excellent movement represented by the training camps.
In New York State facilities have been provided in some of the armories for detachments of
men of the training camps who desire to continue the work begun at Plattsburg.

i UALAURL (DIrgic ) (Signed) JOHN F. O'RYAN,
L svans’) totgld Major General, N. G. N. V.
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THE LESSONS OF
PLATTSBURG

: i

By
HowARD S. GANS



The Lessons of Plattsburg

(Reprinted from the New York Tribune
of September 20, 1916)

What an Inquiring Rooklie Discovered in Regard to the
Tone, Purpose, Educational Value and Military
Utility of Trainlng Camp Life—A Tribute to an
Experiment that has ‘‘Made Good’’—Its Results in
Producing Mental and Physical Recuperation.

The season of military training
camps for 1916 comes to an end, 1 be-
lieve, with the present encampment. But
there are other years to come, and the
same belief in preparedness which led me
to go to Plattsburg prompts me to urge
all young men of military age, who may
he able to attend one of the 1917 camps,
to lay their plans to that end.

I went to Plattshburg with considerable
misgivings, for I am forty-four years old,
and thus past the usual military age. My
life has been, in the main, a sedentary
one, and I have always been rather less
than more vigorous muscularly than the
normal man of my weight and years.
Apart from a willingness to submit my-
self to discipline, I was endowed with al-
most every possible ineptitude for mili-
tary life. Hence, the stories that were
brought to me of the rigors of Plattsburg
life and of the endurance test involved 1n
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““hiking’’ under the weight of the pack
led me to fear that I might not be up to
it.

I went, first, because, though 1 had
long held the belief that those who spoke
of a ““million men springing to arms’’
when the emergency called, and those
who acted on that belief were vain
dreamers, I had no concrete conception
of the training necessary to convert a
body of patriotic men from an armed
mob to an efficient command, and I
wanted to clarify my ideas on that sub-
ject; second, because I had heard much
pacifist argument to the effect that mili-
tary training was apt to induce a thirst
for gore which would engender a popu-
lar demand for war, and, further, that
the ““barrack room’’ life tended to de-
moralize the youth who were subjected to
it. I wanted to get such light on the va-
hidity of those arguments as so brief a
quasi-military experience might provide.

A CURE FOR “‘SLOPPINESS.’’

The experience was illuminating at all
points. My fears anent the physical
stram proved idle. Of course, the work
was hard, and there were moments when
I felt that T was extended to my limit.
But I came out of it feeling fitter than I
have ever felt in my life. And I can say
unhesitatingly that no vacation that I
have ever taken—and | have spent many
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of them outdoors—has ever come within
measurable bounds of setting me up as
these four weeks at Plattsburg have
done, '

I found the military training of great
educational value. I believe that one of
the most marked characteristics of th.e
American way of thinking and doing is
““sloppiness.”” Both in thought and in
action ‘‘any old way’’ suffices for us if it
“‘gets there,”’ or appears to us at the mo-
ment to ‘‘get there.”” Thus far the char-
acteristic has not been fatal because
other nationalities have rivalled us in it.
But some time in 1917 or 1918 or 1919
we are going to be called upon to face a
world that has been taught the value of
clarity in thought and of disciplined co-
ordination in action—at all events in the
industrial field. And I have encountered
nothing so efficient in demonstrating the
tutility of haphazard and disintegrated
methods and the advantages of intelli-
gent, concerted action as elementary
military training.

Men are taught, among other things,
that when there is a prescribed way of
doing things other ways are not ‘‘just as
200d.”” When they come to apply their
Intelligences to the subject they find that
the way that has been selected is the most
expeditious and the most effective, and
“that results are obtained by a subordina-
tion to intelligent direction and by
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prompt co-ordination in execution that
could be obtained in mo other manner.
Furthermore, I found the general tone
of the place reassuringly high. I do not
mean that there were no men of rowdy
tendency in camp or that such men were
always suppressed. But I do mean that
I have never seen a large body of men, In
college or out, where there was less of the
rowdy spirit and in which 1its occasional
manifestations were so easily quelled.
Nor have I ever seen a large body of men
in whose habitual speech there was SO
small an admixture of profanity and ob-
scenity. T have been told that statements
have been published that run directly
counter to that which I have just ex-
pressed, and particularly that it has been

said that the officers were in the habit of
cursing at the men.

FEw EXCESSES.

Naturally, such statements are not the
subject of sweeping denial by any indl-
vidual on the basis of his own limited ex-
perience. But I should be greatly aston-
ished if a canvass of the 3,000 men who
attended the August camp would de-
velop a handful who would not testify
that the conduct of the regular officers
was uniformly exemplary, who would not
ridicule the statement that the officers
were in the habit of cursing the men OF
that their conduet was in any way lack-
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Ing in courtesy or kindliness, and who
did not find in the quiet efficiency of the
regular officers an inspiring example.
. This would be my testimony and that of
every man who expressed himself in my
hearing while I was there.

Furthermore, there seemed to be little
of the indulgence in aleoholic or other
excesses such as not infrequently charac-
terize large gatherings of men, and while
not all the men conformed to the advice
of the officers to cut out intoxicants en-
tirely during the month of training, I
knew of no .case of intoxication while I
was 1n camp, and I was not infrequently
at the cafés and barrooms, where one
would expect to find occasional evidence
of intoxication if there had been any ex-
cessive drinking. There was certainly
much less evidence of drinking and other
€xcesses than is to be found in the aver-
age college community, and I am per-
suaded that no one who is undeterred
from sending his boy to college by the
fear of ‘‘barrack room influences’’ need
fear the effects of the massing of youth
that takes place in the military training
camps.

INTENSIVE TRAINING.

The reason for this is not far to seek.
It lies in the intensive character of the
training. The life led at Plattsburg is
not such as would ordinarily be led by
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men in an army in times of peace, with
many hours of leisure and much surplus
vitality to be worked off in those leisure
hours, but approximately the life of a
command at a front where activity is
constant and where there is neither time
nor energy for much else than the mili-
tary business in hand. Henece, the regime
of the men approximates more nearly
that led by the collegian in training for
athletic honors than that of the average
man in or out of college. This regime, if
applied—as there is every reason why it
should be applied—to the classes called
for military instruction under a system
of universal training, would suffice to
eliminate those evils of army life which

have been urged as one of the objections
to universal service.

I found the spirit of the place one of
earnest purpose. The men were there to
learn what they could of an art through
which they believed they could render
patriotic service, and it was a common
experience to find them devoting a large
part of the little leisure accorded them to
a patient endeavor to perfect themselves

in the manual of arms or the technique
of simple evolutions,

Finally, since every man was rated on
the basis of his military efficiency and as
the groupings which determined intimate
social intercourse were determined pri-

marily by physical characteristies, the
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life was characterized by a more com-
plete elimination of social and other fac-
titious distinetions and a more complete
acceptance of the demoecratic ideal than
any other that I have ever known.

The first lesson that Plattsburg en-
forces is that war is not an inspiriting
drama of brass bands and brass buttons
and thin red lines of heroes, but a very
drab tragedy wherein the participant is
a mute, inglorious mongrel, compounded
of trench digger, porter, street cleaner,
scavenger, unskilled mechanic and a va-
riety of other occupations which are
practiced muech more satisfactorily with-
out the stimulus of bullets and bayonets
around the next bend in the road. In a
word, I believe that there would be no
greater anchor to the shoals of peace than
a universal realization by the youth of
the country of the drudgery that war in-
evitably entails, and that no democracy
such as ours in which there was engen-
dered the concrete realization of these
facts such as universal service alone could
‘render widespread will ever find itself
involved in so wretched a business as war
until the last resource for honorable
peace has been exhausted.

Tie BesT VACATION.

On my conclusions as to the necessity
of universal service to enable the country

to work out its destinies in peace I shall
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not dilate. But I believe that no man
can come into even so slight a contact
with the problems of military organiza-
tion and action as is afforded by a
month’s training without being con-
vinced beyond the possibility of doubt
that nothing short of months of intensive
training by skilled officers can suffice to
convert a body of untrained men into a
military unit capable of rendering the
slightest service, and that any attempt to
employ raw levies in a real military
emergency could result in nothing but
the prompt and futile annihilation of the
men of whom they were composed.

But, after all, the immediate question
1s not whether we shall have compulsory
universal service, but whether those of
the youth of the country who are intelll-
gently seeking to employ their vacations
advantageously and those of their par-
ents who are anxious that they shall do
s0 shall strive to avail themselves of the
opportunity that the military training
camps offer. The message of my own ex-
perience, taken at its lowest level, is that
in no other way can thirty days of the
Summer be turned to such good account
for mental and physical recuperation.

Howarp S. (GANS.

New York, September 16, 1916.
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Statement as to Purposes, History and Organization of the
Military Training Camps Association of the
United States

As set forth in its Constitution the general purpose of the
Association is the encouragement of “reasonable military train-
ing for the citizens of the United States”. The immediate pur-
pose of the Association is to develop and extend the work of the
United States Army Military Instruction Camps for civilians.
Its policy, however, favors a universal obligatory system of
training and service for the young men of the nation, adapted to
cur conditions and along the general lines of the Swiss and
Australian systems. This object will be pursued not only be-
cause of the mmportance of universal training for national
defense, but for its value in promoting internal order, true
democracy and good citizenship.

The Association is the result of the merger of several organi-
zations with similar purposes. The first Federal Training
Camps (the student camps), were instituted by the War Depart-
ment in 1913 through the initiative of Major General Leonard
Wood and various University Presidents. The members of
these Student Camps formed at Gettysburg in 1913 “The So-
ciety of the National Reserve Corps”. The so-called Business
Men’s or Senior Camps began with the Plattsburg camp of
August 1915, the members of which formed an organization
to promote the Training Camp system. Similar organizations
were formed by other Senior camps of 1915. In the winter of
1916 all these organizations combined and merged their identity
in “I'he Military Training Camps Association of the United
States”. The Association is a service organization, that is,
membership is limited to men who have completed one or more
tours of duty in a Federal Training Camp. The members of
every camp so far held since their inception in 1913, have joined
the Association and it is expected that the Association will have
a membership of 20,000 by October, 1916.

The Association has conducted an extensive recruiting cam-

paign for the 1916 camps in co-operation with the War Depart-
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ment, with the result that about 20,000 men have attended the
1916 camps. These camps are as follows:

Eastern Department :

Fort Oglethorpe, Ga., 2 Camps (May and June).

Plattsburg, N. Y., 5 Camps, including a Senior and a
Student Camp simultaneously in July, (June, July,
August, September).

Fort Terry, Plum Island, N. Y.—for boys—( July).

Western Department:

Monterey, Cal. (July).
Salt Lake City, Utah (August).
American Lake, Wash. (August).

Southern Department:

San Antonio, Texas (June).

The Central Department camp at Indianapolis unfortun-
ately had to be cancelled for lack of Regular Army Officers.

Through the efforts of the Association, legislative recogni-
tion was given the Federal Training Camps by section 54 of the
National Defense Act of June 3, 1916, which authorizes the
Secretary of War to conduct the camps and provides that the
cost of transportation, uniform and subsistence shall be borne
by the Federal Government. The sum of $2,000,000. is ap-
propriated by the Army Appropriation Bill for these purposes,
for the fiscal year ending June 30, 1917.

The affairs of the Association are directed hy a Governing
Committee, and by four Enrollment Committees and four
Finance Committees,—one FEnrollment Committee and one
Finance Committee in each of the Military Departments.

The Association plans during 1917 to continue and extend
its work of developing a national training camp system.



THE CONSTITUTION
OF THE

MILITARY TRAINING CAMPS ASSOCIATION OF
THE UNITED STATES.

[In effect as of Jan. 10, 1916.]

WHEREAS, in 1913, the students attending the first Military
Instruction Camps of the United States Regular Army formed
an organization under the name of the Society of the National

Reserve Corps for the purpose of perpetuating the system of
military instruction camps of the Regular Army and supporting

a sound military policy; and

WHuEREAS, in 1915, the Business and Professional Men’s
Camps at Plattsburg, N. Y., Fort Sheridan, Illinois, and San
Fransicso, California, formed organizations with similar pur-

poses ; and

WHEREAS, it is advisable that these organizations combine
in order to promote their common aims:

I. There is hereby formed the “Military Training Camps

Association of the United States”, for the purpose of encourag-
ing reasonable military training for the citizens of the United

States, by promoting a national system of Federal Training
Camps, and by such other means as may be advisable.

II. The membership of this Association shall be limited to
men who have attended one or more military instruction camps
held under the auspices of the Regular Army of the United
States, and the members of the Advisory Board of University

Presidents on Student Camps.

ITI. This Constitution shall be subject to amendment by

majority vote of the members in attendance at a regular meet-
ing or a majority vote of the whole membership taken by mail.



BY-LAWS OF THE MILITARY TRAINING CAMPS
ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES.

I. Governing Committee, Officers:

(a) There shall be a Governing Committee, selected as
hereinafter provided. It shall be the duty and function of the
Governing Committee to determine and guide the policy of the
Association, to appoint the Standing Committees according to
Article 11 of these by-laws and such special committees as may
be required, and to supervise and direct the activities of the
Association. The Governing Committee shall select from its
members a Chairman and a Secretary and shall choose an Execu-
tive Secretary and a Treasurer, who shall ex-officio be members
of the Governing Committee.

The Governing Committee shall, in the first instance, be
composed of the 15 members of the Advisory Board of Uni-
versity Presidents on Student Camps, the Executive Committee
of the First Training Regiment, the Executive Committee of the
Society of the National Reserve Corps, the Executive Commit-
tee of the Fort Sheridan Military Training Camps Association,
and not more than 20 other members to be added to its number
by the Governing Committee.

To the first Governing Committee so formed and to suc-
ceeding Governing Committees, selected as hereinafter pro-
vided, shall be added representatives of the various Camps held
during each year selected by the various Camps on such nu-
merical basis and according to such procedure as may be de-
termined by the Governing Committee; and each Governing
Committee may also add not exceeding 20 members at large to
its own number.

On or before the end of each calendar year, the Governing
Committee shall meet and shall select from among their own
number or otherwise a new Governing Committee not exceeding
75 in number, which shall serve during the ensuing calendar
year, together with such additional members as shall be chosen
by the Camps held during that year, or added by the Govern-
ing Committee to its own number, in the manner above provided.



(b) All officers and all members of committees shall serve
during the term for which they have been elected or appointed
and until their successors are chosen and qualified.

(¢) The Chairman of the Governing Committee shall pre-
side at all meetings of the Association and at all meetings of

the Governing Committee. In his absence the Secretary of
the Governing Committee shall preside.

(d) The Secretary of the Governing Committee shall re-
cord at all meetings of the Association and of the Governing
Committee and shall perform all duties incident to the office of
Secretary, subject to the control of the Governing Committee.

By virtue of his office the Secretary of the Governing Com-
mittee shall be Assistant Treasurer and in the absence or dis-
ability of the Treasurer shall perform the duties of the Treas-

urer.

(e) The Treasurer shall have the custody of all funds of the
Association and shall deposit the same in such banks or de-
positaries as the Governing Committee shall designate. He
shall sign receipts and vouchers for payments made to the As-
sociation, and jointly with such other officers as may be desig-
nated by the Governing Committee, or singly if by 1t authorized,
he shall sign all cheques made by the Association and pay out

all funds of the Association under the direction of the Govern-

ing Committee. He shall keep books of account which shall be

audited by the Auditing Committee.
By virtue of his office the T'reasurer shall be Assistant Sec-

retary and in the absence or disability of the Secretary shall
perform the duties of the Secretary.

II. Standing Committees:

Executive Committee: The Governing Committee may ap-
ceed nine of its number to form, together with
d Secretary of the Governing Committee, the
Executive Secretary and the Treasurer, as members ex-officio,
an Executive Committee to serve during the pleasure of the
Governing Committee. The Executive Committee shall have
authority to exercise all powers of the Governing Committee at

point not to €x
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any time when the Governing Committee i1s not in session, and
all action by the Executive Committee shall be reported to the
Governing Committee at its next meeting.

Enrollment Committees: There shall be four Enrollment
Committees, each not exceeding 100 members, who shall be
appointed for each Military Department, by the members of
the Governing Committee residing in that Department.
The function of the Enrollment Committees shall be to recruit
men for the Regular Army camps of Military Instruction. The
Enrollment Committees may appoint local Enrollment Com-
mittees from their own number or otherwise.

Finance Committee: 'There shall be four Finance Commit-
tees, each not exceeding 20 members, who shall be appointed
for each Military Department by the members of the Governing
Committee residing in that Department. The function of the
Finance Committees shall be to raise funds to enable the Asso-
ciation to carry out its purposes. The Finance Committees
may appoint local Finance Committees from their own number
or otherwise.

Auditing Commattee: The Governing Committee shall ap-
point three of its members an Auditing Committee. The duties

of the Auditing Committee shall be to supervise and audit the
accounts of the Treasurer.

III. Meetings:

The first annual meeting of the Association shall be held
not later than April 1, 1917, the date and place of the meeting
to be determined by the Governing Committee. Thereafter
there shall be at least one meeting of the Association annually,
the dates and places to be determined by the Governing Com-
mittee.

The Governing Committee and all Standing Committees shall
meet wherever and as often as each Committee shall for itself
determine, but each Committee shall meet at least once during
each calendar year.

At all annual meetings of the Association one hundred mem-
bers shall constitute a quorum.
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At meetings of the Governing Committee fifteen members

shall constitute a quorum.
At meetings of all other committees such numbers shall con-

stitute a quorum as each committee may for itself determine.

IV. Amendment:

These by-laws may be amended by a majority vote of the
Governing Committee at a meeting or by mail.

Resolutions Adopted by the Student Camp at Gettysburg, Pa.,
in August, 1913. (Forming the Society of the National Re-
serve Corps, which was merged in January, 1016, with the
Plattsburg “Business Men's” Organization to form the Mili-
tary Training Camps Association.)

I.

1. Being convinced of the physical benefit to be derived
from living a part of the year in the strenuous, healthful, open-
air life of a military camp, particularly to students whose pur-
suits have kept them indoors and leading a comparatively in-
active life for considerable periods, appreciating the value of
and the knowledge gained of marching, camping, care of the
person and camp sanitation with mimimum expense, and '

2. Desiring to increase the economic value and business

efficiency of our young men by giving them an opportunity to
study the principles of command, organization and administra-

tion, and to experience the value of discipline obtaining in

modern armies, and
3. Realizing that wars between nations are liable to occur
now, or in the future, even as they have in the past, and

4. That, notwithstanding out best efforts to preserve peace
with right and honor, our own country may become involved in
a war, either of defense against attack, or of offense against any
nation that may violate the rights secured us under the Consti-

tution, Laws and Treaties of the United States, and

5. Knowing the above and firmly believing that our present
state of preparation and means of meeting such an emergency
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are inadequate and will lead either to disaster or to useless
waste of men, material and money, and

6. Further, knowing that the above state of affairs should
be remedied, and realizing that it is each man’s duty to his coun-
try, to do his own proper share to effect such a remedy.

7. We, the undersigned young men of America, do hereby
form and organize the “Society of the National Reserve Corps
of the United States,” and do hereby pledge ourselves, indi-
vidually and collectively, from purely patriotic motives, to do
our utmost, without hope of reward, and without fear or favor,
" to further the objects of said corps and to work for its principles
as set forth below:

TuE OBJECTS OF THE SOCIETY OF THE NATIONAL RESERVE CORPS
WILL BE:

(a) To perpetuate the system of students’ military mstruc-
tion camps and to encourage a large attendance:

(b) To encourage thorough knowledge throughout the
country of : |

1. Military Policy,
2. Military History, and
3. Military Organization,

and to have these subjects included in the curricula of the vari-
ous colleges.

(¢) To individually train ourselves to the best of our ability
to be fitted to serve with best effect in case of need in such
capacity as our condition at that time may properly permit.

(d) To establish and support a sound National military
policy which shall include the maintenance of a highly efficient
Regular Army sufficient for the peace needs of the Nation and
o well organized and efficient militia, each supported by adequate
reserves.
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FLIGIBLE FOR MEMBERSHIP.

.

Class A. Those men who have attended one or more

students’ military instruction camps as organized by the War
Department ; the payment of one dollar insures life membership.

Class B. All other citizens of the United States in good
standing, subject to the Rules and By-Laws of the Society.
Annual membership, one dollar. Contributing membership, five
dollars annually. Life supporting membership, twenty-five dol-

lars.

Resolutions Adopted by the Plattsburg Senior Division
Camp, September 2, 1915. (Forming the first “Business
Men’s” Organization, which was merged in January, 1916,
with the “Society of the National Reserve Corps” to form
the Military Training Camps Association.)

ResorLvep: That the members of this camp hereby form an

organization for the purpose of encouraging a system of military
training camps .throughout the nation and of assisting to provide
2 reasonable amount of military training for the citizens of the

United States.

Furtaner Resonvep: That the Chairman shall appoint a
committee of eight, one from each company, who shall increase
their number to 35 from the members of the camp, with due
regard for representation of all sections of the country. The
committee of 35 in co-operation with representatives of other

similar camps shall prepare and submit a permanent plan of or-

ganization and action.

REPORT OF THE ADVISORY COMMITTEE OF UNI-
VERSITY PRESIDENTS ON THE SUMMER MILI-
TARY INSTRUCTION CAMPS FOR STUDENTS.

NovemBer 17, 1915.

These camps have now been in operation for three successive
summers. In their growth and admirable management during
the past two summers of 1914 and 1915, they have more than
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fulfilled the expectations of those endorsing them, based on
the first year’s experience in the summer of 1913. The camps
of 1913 and 1914 were held before the breaking out of the great
war abroad, which has brought into greater prominence than
hefore their value to the nation.

We repeat the hearty endorsement given in our reports on
the Camps held in 1913 and 1914. This year they were visited by
a number of the members of our committee, and the committee
as a whole has given attention and thought to their educational
usefulness in the summer season.

The students attending are under careful oversight. The
excellence of food, sanitation, and medical care, has been well
maintained. The students have an ideal five weeks outing,
pleasurable and beneficial to them; and the instruction, drill,
cavalry exercises, field manceuvres, field surveying and field
work generally, give them in the continuous five weeks training,
an insight into military matters. They are, in addition to this
regular work, given ample time for recreation and rest.

We commend the camps to the authorities and students of
the Universities and Colleges of the country. We believe that
the training and instruction which the students attending re-
ceive not only emphasize the dangers and losses of wars lightly
and unpreparedly entered into, but we also believe that the train-
ing given is excellent, and a great benefit, mental and physical,
to the students attending.

PresipENT JouN G. Himsen, Chairman,
Princeton University.

PresipENT A, LAawrence LoweLr, PresipENT BENJAMIN IDE WHEELER,
Harvard University. University of California.
PreSIDENT ARTHUR TWINING HapLey,  PresipEnt J. G. SCHURMAN,
Yale University. Cornell University.
PresipENT JoHN H. FINLEY, PresipENT EpDMUND J. JAMES,
University of the State of New University of Illinois.
York and Commissioner of Cuancerror J. H. KIRKLAND,
Education. Vanderbilt University. 3
Presipent H. B. HfUTC}!I!gS, PresipEnt A. C. HUMPHREYS,
University of Michigan. Stevens Institute of Technology.
PresipENT GEORGE H. DEnny, PresipenT H. A. GARFIELD
University of Alabama. Williams College. '
SuPERINTENDENT E. W. NicHoLs, PrRESIDENT HENRY STURGIS DRINKER,

Virginia Military Institute, Secretary, Lehigh University.
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ENDORSEMENT OF THE SECRETARY OF WAR.

War DEPARTMENT, March 16, 1916.
To the

GOovERNING CoMMITTEE OF THE MILITARY TRAINING CAMPS
ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED STATES.

GENTLEMEN :

I heartily approve and endorse the valuable and patriotic
service that is being rendered to the country by the army train-
ing camps for civilians.

I believe in the work of these camps, not only from the
military point of view but as of value to the nation educationally
in promoting discipline, order and good citizenship. The camps
are exactly in line with the sound policy of reliance upon a
citizenry trained to arms as our main safeguard for defense.

[ appreciate highly the service rendered by the university
presidents and civilian committees who are forwarding this
movement.

These camps were originated by the War Department in
1913 for the training of students, and have been since extended
for the benefit of other citizens, with gratifying results.

You may rest assured that in continuing your work of de-

veloping and promoting these camps on a national scale you will
have the continued co-operation and support of the War De-

partment.
Yours most sincerely,

NEwTON D. BAKER,
Secretary of War.
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COMMITTEES.

Governing Committee. (See note below.)

Members of Aduvisory Board of Umiversity Presidents on Student
Camps (15).

President George H. Denny.................... University of Alabama
President Henry S. Drinker. .....c.cccivivieinnneaes [.ehigh University
(Secretary of Presidents’ Advisory Board.)

President John H. Finley........ University of the State of New York
And Commissioner of Education, N. Y.

President H. A. Garfield..........cooiiiiiivinsnnnes Williams College
President Arthur Twining Hadley...........coovvvn... Yale University
President John G. Hibben...........cconvevvune.. Princeton University
(Chairman of Presidents’ Advisory Board.)

President A. C. Humphreys............ Stevens Institute of Technology
Presidnt H. B. Hutchins. ...........coovvivens. University of Michigan
President Edmund J. James...................... University of Illinois
o T AT AR T, T A SR Vanderbilt University
President A. Lawrence Lowell............... W s Harvard University
Superintendent E. W. Nichols.............. Virginia Military Institute
President J. G. Schurman.................cco0vuen .Cornell University
Rt. Rev. Thomas J. Shahan, Rector. .....Catholic University of America
President Benjamin Ide Wheeler.............. University of California

Nore: This list of the Governing Committee is made up as of August 15, 1916,
prior to the selection of their representatives by the August and September, 1916,
camps. The Governing Committee is composed of the following groups: (1) Ad-
visory Committee of University Presidents, 15 members; (2) 8 Representatives of
student camps to and including 1€15; (3) 34 Representatives of the 1915 Senior
Division camps held at Plattsburgz, N.Y., Fort Sheriden, Ill.,, and San Francisco,
Cal.; (4) 50 Representatives chosen under the by-laws from the 1916 camps at
Fort Oglethorpe, Ga. (May and June), San Antonio, Texas (June), Plattsburg,
N.Y. (June and July), and Monterey, Cal. (July); (5) 9 Representatives of the
Committee on the Junior Camp held at Fort Terry, Plum Island, N. Y., in July, 1916.

The following abbreviations are used to indicate the camps represented by the
various members:

Pl.—Plattsburg, N. Y.

Ft. S.—Fort Sheridan, II1.
S. F.—San TI'rancisco, Cal.
Ft. O.—Fort Oglethorpe, Ga.
S. A~—San Antonio, Texas.
Mont.—Monterey, Cal.

Plum, Is.—Fort Terry, Plum Island, N.Y.

The figures 2nd, 3rd, 4th, 5th, 6th and 7th designate Plattsburg and Fort Ogle-
thorpe Training Regiments, the 2nd being the Fort Oglethorpe regiment and the
remainder Plattsburg regiments. The members of the 1915 August and September
camps were designated the First Training Regiment.
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Representatives of Student Camps 1913-15 (8).

Allen H. Boardman. .....icoiicenssssssssonssscassanne Yale University
George H. Gaston, Jr......c.cviviiiiveieicnninen. Princeton University
Henry V. Hopkins. ......coveevveevcscvnness University of Washington
Bobert W. RIg Jr. csveaivns s viognins od radhsasepyes Cornell University
A, D Pattersof .o sssaesoscsdsssiass bzl e Rk o v s Ambherst College

Archibald B. Roosevelt...:....ccoceivecescossvansns
E.'She]by, A P S L R IV Y University of Illinois
WlHam B TR oo v obini b hmpss:s Riant sl State College, New Mexico

Representatives of Semior Division Camps of 1915 (34).
Chicago, Ill. (PlL)

Peirce ANderson. .. .....cceveeseessossssssssssssssss
Robert BacOm. .. :vocoeveveesconsnsnncssnsons New York, N. Y. (PlL)
Hugh A. Bayne.........ooovivirnnninanannnen. New York, N. Y. (PL)
Harold Blanchard. ......ccccoonevvsssscsssnassas Boston, Mass. (Pl)
William Marshall Bullitt. .. ..o i, Louisville, Ky. (Pl)
G. E. Buxton, Jr....coceeeeeesscscssssassnnns Providence, R. 1. (PL)
Philip A. Carroll. .......coiviiiinrnnaennn. New York, N. Y. (PlL)
Cretawills CIark., . . i beiisons sonmrysassshadsnean New York, N. Y. (PL)
Wharton Clay........coeevnuenrersannennsannenes Chicago, 1ll. (Ft. S.)

J. W. Farley......covceeencerscossscsnsssscnsasees
Buffalo, N. Y. (PL)

A, C. Goodyear........coeonvsosesssssanasssacncs
A. C. Harding. .. ...ccoeeeessossocesnscsnscanens Chicago, Ill. (Ft. S.)
O. H. Haugan. .. ....ccoeeveconsanesssaessansanss Chicago, Ill. (Ft. S.)
Howard H. Henry......coovveisernnnannsenes Philadelphia, Pa. (Pl)
Edwin D. Keith. .....cvovviierrrensseannss Los Angeles, Cal. (S. F.)
R T R R e T AL A Washington, D. C. (PL)
John Purroy Mitchel. ... .....cooviviinrnnns New York, N. Y. (PL)
H P. Pearsons. .. ..cccoeeessaassssassssssvenssse Chicago, Ill. (Ft. S.)
George Wharton Pepper........ocooevuirneann. Philadelphia, Pa. (PLl)
George F. Porter.........cocvevernnscesancansensens Chicago, Ill. (Pl)
William Cooper Procter..... ....c.oovvaraeennnes Cincinnati, Ohio (PL)
David A. Reed.....cciceeecessosnsisessssnsaans Pittsburgh, Pa. (PL)
Theodore Roosevelt, Jr.......ccoveeuuaeneens New York, N. Y. (PL)
Elihu Root, Jr. .. ceoveeesaesasssssssansannes New York, N. Y. (PL)
W. McM. RUtter......ccooeosessssasssnssboscsnnss Chicago, Ill. (PL)
Russell Slade........ n e A B % B Qan Francisco, Cal. (S. F.)
Charles R. Sligh. .. .....coiiirenrnnonennnes Grand Rapids, Mich. (PL)
R: H. Stevenson, Jr.....ccivesvavvases veisoveaonss Boston, Mass. (PL)
Percy H. Stewart.........coonveonncrrnasocenes Plainfield, N. J. (PL)
Redmond C. Stewart........ccooenmesenaeaaanoes Baltimore, Md. (PL)
Willard Straight. .......coceeevencninionanane. New York, N. Y. (PL)
Landon Thomas. .....ceceesesnsnssssssssaesaacsnns Augusta, Ga. (PL)
George F. Tyler.....ccoovnunrnnsnrensnonecnss Philadelphia, Pa. (Pl.)

Chicago, I1l. (Ft. S.)

John Weatherson. .....cocaseeesssansccensraannen



14

Representatives of 1916 Camps (to and including July, 1916 camps).

TR T T T L TR 0 Tt s S g Norfolk, Va. (Pl July, 4th)
BUDENINE. CREIRE TR . oi oo v in a5 o nsh Chicago, Ill. (Pl. July, 5th)
Cadwnll JRRTY Wi isoiniss oo snsveva St. Paul, Minn. (Pl July, 4th)
AR C ORI 6.5 15 5 54 00 % xa £ ok b w335 New York, N. Y. (PL June, 3rd)
TR T R e S e N S YA Houston, Texas (S. A.)
Cook, A. ANDAD. «vvvevivesevevussass Jacksonville, Fla. (Pl. July, 5th)
e WL T R I R e Atlanta, Ga. (Pl July, 4th)
eSS o e S San Francisco, Cal. (Mont.)
BRI TR 15 5 e snsidp o FOT B Davenport, Ia. (Pl July, 6th)
Cerstie:. Magk L. ...ocvsaivissbiadivsnne San Francisco, Cal. (Mont.)
R B M v i e e Greensboro, N. C. (Ft. O, June, 2nd)
#T U TEE A e SR SR St. Louis, Mo. (PL July, 7th)
B B W o c0 i ve v s et en 1 s 4 Atlanta, Ga. (Ft. O, June, 2nd)
Hooker, Henry S........cciivivi.... New York, N. Y. (Plum Is.)
Hughes, Charles E., Jr.......... ..New York, N. Y. (PL June, 3rd)
) T T T e AR R Boston, Mass. (Pl. June, 3rd)
ORI IR Lo s bk cvey 7, 22 3 20 e € 4 Richmond, Va. (Pl July, 3rd)
D R DT S T, S Cmcmnatl Ohio (Ft. O., June, 2nd)
Kinsolving, Arthur B.......... University of Va., Va. (Pl July, 5th)
Kountze, DelLancey..............coo.... New York, N. Y. (Plum Is.)
Eake B MRyt i oo e s ivis o Memphis, Tenn. (Ft. O., May, 2nd)
Loty HERPY i ss i o v svivinnumawth s cevs ion Dallas, Texas (S. A.)
BTN TR S R R Wilmington, Del. (Pl. July, 4th)
T T A e & PR R R AP St. Louis, Mo. (Pl July, 6th)
Montague, J. G. A....ccioiviinanns Richmond, Va. (Ft. O., May, 2nd)
B S aisle o d 5 50 04 0e wasvays ..Texarkana, Ark. (PL July, 6th)
Moorehouse, Wilson A..............Philadelphia, Pa. (Pl June, 3rd)
T S - R I S ¥ FCIRE I Ann Arbor, Mich. (Pl July, 5th)
NeNUDersy. PREIDEL . v v 5o o 0sboiivns s Detroit, Mich. (Pl July, 7th)
R = I s o B s o Ch s s 2 A Eldora, lowa (Pl. July, 7th)
R A i s e s s o o e NS Columbus, Ohio (Pl July, 6th)
BT - I S ek i s e s ol my s New York, N. Y. (Plum Is.)
Richardeon F M. ... iviniienne. Aiken, S. C. (Ft. O. June, 2nd)
Robinson, Henry. .......ccovivvivennneans ....Pasadena, Cal. (Mont.)
Robinson, THEOUOLe L. .. ..ccoievoncvess New York, N. Y. (Plum Is.)
T O L s &ia x5 s 28w Bip 5 x B e St. Paul, Minn. (Pl. July, 7th)
Smith, Jeremiah, Jr..................... Boston, Mass. (Pl. June, 3rd)
Southworth, Constant................ Cincinnati, Ohio (Pl. July, 7th)
Soniding; Stlsby M. ........coiivevieidorens L.os Angeles, Cal. (Mont.)
Stebbins, Horace C.....................New York, N. Y. (Plum Is.)
T T R S SR R Decatur, Ill. (Ft. O., June, 2nd)
Thacher, Archibald G........ New York, N. Y. (Plum Is.)
THOMBOR: s K oiivs iis5 nansa Chattanooga. Tenn. (Ft 0., May, 2nd)
R R Wi i oo 8 6003 ek ik o v e Three Rivers, Texas (S A.)
I e e ¥ arn Ao s u b dies sar e § San Antonio, Texas (S. A.)
Watriss, Fred. N..........cooovvviuin... New York, N. Y. (Plum Is.)
Williams, James D......................New York, N. Y. (Plum Is.)
TSOAWOREER TV & < s 5his solvin 8 5 Cvis /e d bl b s Berkeley, Cal. (Pl July, 4th)

Wrenn, George L. ...ccovvviviiivnnnnnn. New York, N. Y. (Plum Is.)
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ENROLLMENT COMMITTEES.

(Eastern, Central, Southern and Western Dcpartments.)

These committees will be made up at the close of the 1916
camps by the members of the Governing Committee in their

respective Military Departments.

FINANCE COMMITTEES.

( Eastern, Central, Southern and Western Departments.)

These committees will also be made up at the close of the
1916 camps by the members of the Governing Committee 1n

their respective Military Departments.

Chairman, Governing Committee.

Henry Sturgis Drinker..........ooemeneneeeeees .South Bethlehem, Pa.

Secretary, Governing Committee.
Grenville Clark. .......cocvveenes 31 Nassau Street, New York, N. Y.

T'reasurer.

J. Lloyd Derby......coocenaeernce ‘31 Nassau Street, New York, N. Y

Executive Secretary.

Delancey K. Jay.....cooveenrsee ‘31 Nassau Street, New York, N. Y.

209W
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Report of
The Advisory Committee of University Presidents
on the

suiner Military Instruction Camps for Students

November 15, 1916.

Cwing to tne nscd of officers of the regular army for duty on
the lMexican bord«i, student instruction camps were helad dur ing the

past summer, only at llonterey, California, and Plattsburg, New York.
The larger attendance this year made field manoeuvres possible on a

broader scale than before. The students attending the camps were
given careful oversight by the officers in charge in respect to tent
accommodation, food, and general sanitarﬁ and médical care. The
spirit displayed was eixcellent, and the students as a body were great-
ly benefited by the experience. '

Te repeat the commendation given by this Committee in 1913,

.

1914, and 1915 to these summer camps. This commendation is largely
'based, on the opinions formed by members of the Committee who pexr-
sonally visited gnd studied the plattsburg and lMonterey camps.

We believe that the open air training and life of these

camps, given under careful competent supervision, result in great

choba .

benefit, physical and mental, to thcse*atténding, end that the

e TR
military instruction materially aids in educating our youth to an

intelligent appreciatioan.the evils of war, and of the prevaration
‘necessary to avert or meet then. | '
We express the hope that the camps %o be held in 1917, will

have a still larger attendance, %that L{he Government Will be able

to establish & number of such camps at points convenie

4 3!

A d~ al : R S-S Wy ir

| Ilf'.-'":"! .L-ﬂ." u‘hh 2 pieN "*:" |I£T;| Ii‘h"_ .
b k. f'_ h. .IL“ " |- vl._--"_“ A

!rl

=
o ] H& WAy P 4 jl'.l-.-f.- m. »
PR s I, N R ik Sl gy YAl AL oy A
A= v L W i ‘ i L L. L \ - = ] ;. N rh'_- f n " : I : f 4 v B . ' il ".
| | .l. '..' L4 #*‘ pa— 5 ﬂ:% ﬁm 1 ' : "f‘~1..*'.;T.?-Li":E.l: ’.. _'.'.']I,‘"_?JH" 4 "4,‘ SN P .i " h""'-"* . ”'-I‘L { d
. __..'yﬁ | N =y o o RS 4 T R e A et T TS e 5 o) ‘ J :
- hl | : [ - - - s i .

. A%

v L ™ . - 1- - llII U ) i K g F -
Jia 'II X X LN - ' L | % : + " h 5 i i ' 5 LU, : ‘ - 3
i i l N ™ ||| 'I | 1 L4 L A ! r ‘T e ! B ‘-l ._.IL - i3 N ii‘:'h “u n | " i v | h L] F ¥
. ) - " Ak ) | Al | ] LS T ‘1 ol sl T L a1 |_': i e I\ e 11_. X -
= o i r u y I ‘ y ';'- ] i ¥ A W gy | . v AN : g .|,Ii‘- y b, I g i ] } Wy l
: l | i T Y vl | - ) ] . Al ol 17 | - A Al - v : p .
w bl m il o A . | I e BN e iy iTE N s WP w2 : = L 2L L I R P 3 "l r ') o’
' L'y |’ " y Y Ty . [1. ; | Uil 1N s Sl P AL N - _ el VSN . e il | - ip A - . ]
) ) . ro s | ry , | Tl Al Sy~ ’ ' o ' . Ay, o) = { Sl N | . T i, r o re A ' o
) I *r h 1 'Y . = ’ ' T Ll < W _ f Y " o & 1k | ‘"
" ! " -.I .1_. Ll ) . & J L ¥ X T dd & Ly ¥ T B i 4
- L . o P " II ] "I; 5 I- Lf . ,f - t i h ‘.m = B 'n- ..Il Il' : Y L " ;\ n' ‘!‘;ﬂ' ' . - . i ! 4
] : ) d & r - L - L] " -'h tﬂi . ' -"' 4 o " - - N | . 1 - T
I t 1 \ ¥4 ¥ p 1 11 =T - d - - iy 5 - i B A ""):' AW J1 TR 1.'1 - ] 1 ' W v
& - I' I 'nn ’ J .- = . N ‘l Ij_l p 1. . F - .- .‘ i - u‘ri N L ! ; ..I W ) - +
=y s =l Tl P T L = y I'I' _1“ " L g = K ; : s Sl AL
- n 1 b b = L m. A ah . . 15
: 4 & .!". - -". |II i I : b & I 1 .h- i A B i r B .ll . . .I:' LI g L "" . , - I I"" o g .
s l II o h... l i‘ﬂ' .1 ~ =" i‘ 1 . .jpl-“ r-- I|I .'". X - -I - : . » -
L - A » N 4 ‘| T N . N » w
] 4 n ¥ " ] . L r. L] . "‘ :. I ","
J W ¥ ’ - .
. 1 ) L
-
o :.‘

) Wi - _r,"' r‘:'-:_‘l'_‘.. :L e = I F | BT . -
e PR SR N SO o G
» _— e . 4w WL Pral el W I'ik" ) s U W * I
ol - l " ‘: el ad 1?- I i

"t-::_ I lh.q" v ".'; | |r : ;P :
B s n'r,f"“'h-“il"ﬂ'l‘ P

_i'.-'!1_'t o ey

4
""""""




It is a fact that some students who went this year to Plattsburg with the {
expectation of staying one month, remained two months, and some remained ‘*-

three monthse There is no way in which a céollege or university student |

can more wisely, healthfully and profitably pass his entire swmer vaoatiy
than in one of these camps, e




MILITARY TRAINING

Cornell University 18 a community with universal required
military service, The requirement extends to all undergraduates
during the first two years of their course. Fgr the past few years
sophomgres have been exempted owing to the lack of space in the
Armory to accommodate them along with the freshmen. With.the
completion of the capacious Drill Hall, for which the State has made
an appropriation of $350,000, there will be adequate facilities for
drilling both classes. As there were nearly 1,400 students enrolled

in the corps in 1915-16, it 1s expected that there will be about 2,400
in 191617,

The preceding figures ghow that Cornell University was in a
thorough condition of military preparedness befare the nation-wide
movement {n favor of it began, Asin the latter part of the nineteenth
century the University anticipated the needs of American manufactur-
ing and transportation by its schoqlg of applied science and engineer-
ing, and as in the beginning of the twentieth century it met the pres-
sure of new conditions on the farmers and allled producers by the
establishment of a State College af Agriculture, so it had long been
awake to the necessity of national defense, and, with no support from
public opinign, it put into practice in the academic community and
recognized it as an important concomitant of general and professional
education that system of universal required military training which
statesmen and generals are to-day holding up as a theoretical 1deal
and practical neeessity for the Nation, In this work Cornell and
similar universities have been rendering the Natign a very important
and distinctive military service However larg:e the regular army

ua $ DAL~
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Lieutenant ’I‘l'lcnnpson has contmued and extended the worﬁ of hig
predecessors in the three directions of practical drills, rifle practice,
and theoretical instruction, Contrary to common opinion, drills,
though requisite for disciplinary and exhibition purposes, are only a
small part of the entire work of the department. The broad object
of military training is to prepare men for field service. And with that
object in view year after year the scope of the work is enlarged. In
191 %-16 2 number of new subjects were introdueed, including machine
gun drill and firing, field intrenching, bayonet fencing, temporary
bridge construction, first aid to injured, tent pitching, target designa-
tion, ete, Shooting is, of course, the essential business of the soldier,
and during the past year more men were engaged in rifle practice and
better scores made then ever before. The thearetical instruction has
covered the same military topics as 1t has during the past two years,
but maps and diagrams have been introduced for the solution of
problems in illustration of the subject matter of the lectureg, This
method of illustration and demonstration was also used for the solu-
tion in advance on the map of the problems and exercises scheduled

for the period of outdoor instruction, In this way the student got
in his mind a picture of the work contemplated so that when he came

to undertake it he acted mtelhgentl y and lost no tune



The total registration in the first term was 1,386 and in the second
1,378. Of these, 154 in the first term and 152 in the second were
excused—one-third ap roximately for athletics, another third for self-
supporting labor, and the rest as aliens or as physically disqualified.

The War Department has continued to show the greatest interest
in the military work of the University and to aid it by wise advice
and practical assistance, with a liberal extension of all facilities at
their disposal, For three years in succession Captain Schindel of

the General Staff has inspected the corps with great detail and
efrarUugfincss Uil W‘Uftﬁt”ﬁ"mpm Tanagaic s a E"I‘Edth

satisfaction to report that he has been able to compliment the institu-
tion on the good results achieved. This year, as in the two preceding
years, the War Department included Cornell University in the hst
of the ‘“‘ten distinguished colleges’ selected for excellence in military
training from among those throughout the United States at which
officers of the regular army are detailed. This continuous distinction
now entitles the University to an issue by the War Department for
the use of the cadets of U. S. rifles, cal. 30, model 1903, being the rifles
now supplied to the regular trocps.

Captain Schindel’s inspection was made on the two afternoons of
May 5 and 6. His report to the War Department states that at
Cornell University the military spirit is developed and nurtured
an extent not otherwise to be found in colleges of this size, that
military duty is performed “‘ with the highest zeal on the part of the
students,” that the military instruction is ‘‘of such an extent and
thoroughness as to qualify the average graduate for a commission as a
lieutenant of volunteers,”” and that ‘“the great stimulation of interest
among all persons at the university is most marked, and the prospects
for a brilliant future for the work of the cadet corps are assured.”

American universities are in the habit of receiving gifts for the
encouragement and maintenanee of different branches of study. But
a gift for the benefit of the military department is rare if not altogether
unique, During the past year, however, Cornell University has
received a gift of $10,000 for the purchase of supplementary equip-
ment and other objects necessary or suitable for the improvement of
military instruction and training, The generous and patriotic bene-
factor is Willard Straight of the class of 1ger1, recently elected by the
Alumni as a Trustee of the University.

It is earnestly hoped that the new Drill Hall may be ready for
occupancy in ¥9i6-17. The temporary exemption of sophomores
from military drill was terminated by the faculty on the understand-
ing that facilities hitherto lacking for the drilling of both freshmen
and sophomores would hereafter be available. The addition of the
sophomores next vear is likely to raise the strength of the corps from
less than 1,400 to more than 2,40gmen. And Lieutenant Thompson,
with the assistance of a committee of the faculty, has completed plans
for the reorganization of the corps. These plans contemplate drilling
not only as hitherto on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday afternoons
but on Tuesday and Thursday afternoons also. The students in

Arts, Agriculture, Law, and Veteripary Medicine would drill on
" Tuesday, Thursday, and Friday, and those in Engineering, Architec-
ture, and Chemistry on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday afternoons.
The men drilling in the first year would be organized into ten com-
pames of infantry; those drilling in the second year into four com-
panies of infantry, one company of engineers, one company of signal
troops, one machine gun platoon, and one detachment of sanitary
troops; and in each group there would be a band of twenty.

The maintenance of the military department of Cornell University
will hereafter involve some additional expense. Officers and equip-
ment are furnished by the federal government. The University
spends about $10,000 a year for the payment of student officers, for.
supplementing the pay of the federal officers, for supplies and other
purposes. The State of New York, before the national agitation in
favor of military preparedness was dreamt of, made at the request of-
Cornell University an appropriation of $350,000 for the building of
the new drill hall, In view of the great military service which the
University is rendering the State and the Nation it is hoped and con-
fidently expected that the State will make an appropriation for the
annual maintenance of its Drill Hall and for such supplementary
equipment as will be necessary to make the work effective.
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sHIGH UNIVERSITY
jouTH BETHLEHEM, PA.

——————— -

HENRY S. DRINKER, PRESIDENT
NATT M. EMERY, VICE-PRESIDENT

0ct. 13, 1916. 3

To the Members of the University Presidents! Adviscry Committec
‘on the Summer Military Instruction Camps.

Bt TR T — TREATTTIL R g i o WLEE et

Gentlemen:

The confercnce at Washington on October 17th, calliecd by lizjor-
General Scott, Chief of Staff, U.S.A., by dircction of the sccretary
of War, was attended by the following mcmbers of our Committce:

Pres idents Lowell, Hadley, Hutchigs, Denny, Humphrecys, Supt. Nichols,
afld President Drinkecr. Also by the Rev. Dr. Edw., A. Pace, rcprescnt-
ing Bishop T. J. Shahan, Reetor of the Catholie University of America,
and Prof. J. E. Raycroft, representing Princeton. Also by invitation
of the Secretary of Way tThe following additional reprcscntatives from
educational institutions were present,- President W. 0. Thompson,
Ohio State University: President Brown Ayres, University of Tennessee:
President George E. Vincent, University of Minnesota; President Guy
Potter Benton, University of Vermon?; President W. M. Riggs, Clemson
Agricultural College; Vice-President David Kinley, University of
Illinois;' Dean Mortimer E. Cooley, University of Michigan; Prof.
Paul Saurel, College of the City of New ¥York; Prof. F. P. McKibben,
Lehigh University; and Mr. Delancey XK. Jay, Executive Scceretary of
the Military Training Camps Association. The War Department was re-
presented as follows: The Assistant Secretary of War (presiding),
Hon. Wm. J. Ingraham; The Chief of Staff U. S. Army, lMajor-Gencral

Hugh L. Scott; The President, Army War College, Col. Chas. J. Treat:

Major-General Leonard Wood, Col. H. P. Birmingham, Acting
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Surgeon General: Gen. Erasmus Weaver, Chief Coast Artillery:; General

H. G. Sharpe, Quarter-Master General; Gen. Wm. Crozier, Chief of Ord-
nance: Gen. Geo. P. Scriven, Chief Signal Officer; Gen. H. P. IlecCain,
Ad jutant General, U. S. A.: Gen. Wm. E. Black, Chief of Xngincers;
Major W. T. Johnston, Adjutant General's Office; Major Andrew Moses,

War College: Major John J. Kingman, General Staff; Capt. H. N. Cootes,

General Staff: Major John McA. Palmer, War College.

A very full discussion was had of the provisions of the Act

of Congress approved June 3, 1916, cntitled "An Act making further

and more effectual provision for the national defensc, and for othor
purposes,”™ and of the Regulations issued by the War Department (Gencral
Orders Numbers 32, 48, and 49) relative to Military Training in the
various classes of Institutions1of University anmd College grade and

to the establishment of Divisions or Units of the Rescrve Officers’

Training Corps at such institutions. As 2 result the following Resol-

utions were unanimously adopted:

"Resolved, That in the opinion of the college presidents here
present, it would be better to make the --

"], Curriculum contained in General Orders No. 49 morec clastic.

"2. The professor of military science and tactics and the presi-
dent of the institution smould be at liberty to admit to the advanced
courses any student in the college or university who, in their opinion,
has had instruction equivalent to the preceding courscs.

"Z, That the courses prescribed should be subject to modifica-

tions proposed by the professor of military scicnce and tactics and
the president of the institution and apnroved by the War Department.
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Oth 18, 1916u

To the Members of the Univers ity Presidents' Advisory Committece
on the Summer Military Instruction Camps.

Gentlemen:

The confercnce at Washington on October 17th, called by liajor-
General Scott, Chief of Staff, U.S.A., by direction of the Sccrctary
of War, was attended by the following mcmbers of our Committee:

Pres idents Lowell, Hadley, Hutchins, Denny, Humphreys, Supt. Nichols,

ald President Drinker. Also by the Rev. Dr. Zdw, A. Pacc, rcprescnt-

ing Bishop T. J. Shahan, Rector of the Catholic University of Amerieca,

and Prof. J. E. Raycroft, representing Princeton. Also by invitation

of The Secretary of War the following additional reprcscntatives from
educational institutions were present,- President W. O. Thompson,
Ohio State University; President Drowm Ayres, University of Tennessece:
President Gecorge E. Vincent, University of Minnesota; President Guy
Potter Benton, University of Vermont; President W. M. Riggs, Clemson
Agricultural College: Vice-President David Kinley, University of
Illinois; ' Dean Mortimer E. Cooley, University of llichigan; Prof.
Paul Saurel, College of the City of New York; FProf. F. P. McKibben,
Lehigh University; and Mr. Delancey K. Jay, Executive Sceretary of
the Military Training Camps Association. The War Department was re-
presented as follows: The Assistant Secretary of War (presiding),
Hon. Wm. J. Ingraham; The Chief of Steff U. 5. Army, lajor-Gencral
Hugh L. Scott; The President, Army War College, Col. Chas. J. Treat:
Major-General Leonard Wood, Col. H. P. Birmingham, Acting =
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"4, The drill rcquired may be taken in whole or in part in
military summer camps."” -

A standing Committqe consiegting of President Lowell, Chairman,
Presidents Thompson, Vinecent,and Drinker, Superintendent E. V.
Nichols, Rev. Dr. Edw. A. Pace (represcnting Bishop Shahan), and
Major John J. Kingman of the Genercl 3Staff, U.S.A., was eppointed
to pursue with the War Department,-so far as the Department may
deem furthcer conference advisable, - the working out of the suggestions
covered by the above resoluf ions.

Very since:ely,

Henry S. Drinker



MILITARY TRAINING CAMPS ASSOCIATION
OF THE UNITED STATES
31 NASSAU STREET, NEW YORrRK City

October 11, 1916.

£f. beo O fas. ) oo

Dear Sir:

As 1 have not heard from you in reply to my letter
announcing the meeting of the standing committees of the /ilitary
Training Camps Association in YNew York, Friday, November 24 -
Sunday fov. 26, I am enclosing a copy of the announcement.

You will be interested to hear that response to the
call for this meeting has been extraordinary. It has met with
unanimous and enthusiastic approval and members from many States
in the Union, including California, Texas, Ilissouri, Arkansas,
Louisiana, etc., have expressed their intention to come. The
meeting is certain to be of great significance and importance
in planning the work and policy of the Association during the
coming year.

The tentative program calls for a business session
i'riday afternoon, November 24th, commencing at 1:00 o'clock; a
dinner Friday evening at 7:30, for which Major General Leonard
Wood, Commanding the Eastern Depariment, and several Regular
Army officers identified with the camps have accepted invita-
tions, - also the Secretary of War and !‘ajor General Scott,

Chief of Staff, subject to official engagements. !oving pictures
of the Plattsburg camp vill be shown at the dinner. On Saturday,
November 25th, there will be a trip to the Harvard-Yale gaile in

New Haven, and on Saturday evening and possibly Ssundav unfinishad

business will be taken up and separate meetings of *he members

- from the four military departments will be held.
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The detailed program with hours and places of meeting,
order of business and subjects for discussion will be sent about .
November 1lst.

The pr'York members of the Governing Committee will
consider as their guests, while in New York in attendance at the
meeting, members coming from points more than 500 miles from New
York, and expect the privilege of providing for the lodging and
entertainment of such members from November 24 - 26, including
trip to New Havan and seats at the football game, Rooms will
be reserved for such members at the Harvard and Yale clubs. A
Ladies committee, composed of the wives of the New York City
members of the committee, will entertain the wives of members
who may accompany them on the trip.

Every effort will be made to make the meeting interest-

ing and memorable.

We all hope here that you will surely be able to attend.

Yours very truly,

Secretary Governing Committee.

P.S. 1In order to provide Yale-Harvard game seats for members
coming from over 500 miles, members entitled to apply for seats
aré asked to turn over any surplus seats for this purpose and %o
let me knov immediately if they can help out in this respect.

5
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) MILITARY TRAINING CAMPS ASSOCIATION
J OF THE UNITED STATES

31 NASSAU STREET, NEwW YORK CI1TY

August 31, 1916.

Dear Sir:

I am sending you as a member of one of the Standing
Committees of this Association a pamphlet containing the Consti-
tution, By-laws and present membership of the Committees of the

Association.

I hope that you can find time to read this pamphlet care-

fully and send such suggestions as you may wish.

The Executive Committee is formulating plans for the devéi-
opment of the Training Camp movement during the coming year. The
members of all Federal Training Camps since their inception in 1915
are now members of the‘Association and with those in the remaining
1916 camps, who are expected to join, will give us a total member-
ship of over 20,000 at the end of the 1916 camps. 1t is planned to
carry on the work of recruiting for the 1917 camps on the same gen-
eral lines but in a larger and more systematic way. In that connec-
tion a complete printed roster of all Federal Training Camp men sinc:
the camps began in 1913 and to include all 1916 camps 18 in process
of preparation. This will give addresses and occupations and be
arranged geographically, as well as by camps, and should be inval-

uable for recruiting purposes. An excellent moving picture has been



"taken of the training camp work, which will be available for dis-

2

tribution to the various Enrollment Committees that will be formed
throughout the country.

Tentative plans have been made for the publication 5
first class magazine to serve as the organ of the Association and a
means of'binding the members of the Association together. A winter
correspondence course will doubtless be conducted and thére will be
lectures and winter work in the larger centers.

In order to discuss the many questions of policy involved
and to bring the members of the committees from all sectlons 1n
touch with each other it is planned to have a general meeting of
all the Standing Committees of the Association 1in New York City
from Friday, November 24th to Sunday, November 26th, inclusive.

This is at the time of the Harvard-Yale game in New Haven.
Business will be suspended to attend the game and it will be planned
to make a pleasant occasion of this meeting as well as to have a
thorough discussion of the work and policy of the Association. It
will be very important to have a full attendance, especially of men
from the South and West. A detailed program will be sent later,.
Meanwhile will you not reserve the dates and plah to be present?

I enclose a return envelope. Will you kindly let me know whether
the plan for this meeting appeals to you and whether or not you can
probably come?

The Executive Committee will be glad to receive sugges-

tions as to this meeting and as to the affairs of the Association

in general,
Sincerely yours,

Grenville Clark
Secretary, Governing Committee,
Military Training Camps Association.



LEHIGH UNIVERSITY
SouUTH BETHLEHEM, PA.
HENRY STURGIS DRINKER

PRESIDENT

September 28, 1916.

Rt. Rev. Thomas J. Shehan, Rector,
Catholic University of America,
Washington, D. C.
My dear Bishop Shahan:
On my return from an absence of several
days in Chicago Vice-President Zmery calls my at-

tention to the error of date in my letter to you

of September 25rd, concerning which he wrote you at
once on the 26h.he date of the proposed meeting in

Washington is, of course, Tuesday, October 1l7th, as

atated in General Scott's circular letter of in-

vitation.

Sincerely yours,




LEHIGH UNIVERSITY
SoUTH BETHLEHEM, PA,
HENRY STURGIS DRINKER

PRESIDENT

Sep tember 29, 1916.

To the Members of the
Advisory Committee of University Presidents on the
Summer Military Instruction Camps.

Gentlemen:

Supplementing my letter of September 23rd
in regard to the conference the JWar Department desires
to bring about in Washington on October 17th, I have
obtained for your convenient reference, copy of the

full Act from which I enclosed gquotations with my

- =

T letter of the 2ord, & ®lose. copy, hexrewith. . . .. .

Sincerely yours,

Mft.,



TrLEPRONE, 3183 CORTLANDT

MIIUTARY TRAINING CAMPS ASSOCIATION
OF THE UNITED STATES

31 NASSAU STREET, NEwW Yok City

October 1l6th, 1916.
To the Members of the Governing Committee: CONFIDENTIAL.

Dear Sir:

The training camps movement has now become of national importance. To
hold together the body of nearly 20,000 men who have heen through the camps, to in-
crease their numbers and influence and to help in bringing about the ultimate object
of the movement, = namely universal obligatory training for the youth of America
under a system adapted to American conditions and providing for equal and democratic
service to the nation without regard to wealth or & other distinction, - for
these purposes we have developed a plan for a monthly magazine to be publighed
under the auspices of the Military Training Camps Association.

Briefly the plan is this. All Federal Training Cemp men from 1913 to
date have joined the Training Camps Association, making a cthesive body of nearly
20,000 earnest and intelligent men, representative of all sections of the country.
These men are in favor of universal training and want to see such a system put in
effect. Wherever votes have been taken they have 80 declared unanimously, 12,000
men having so voted at Plattsburg alone this summer. There is an urgent dem&nd
for a medium of communication to and from this body of men, united as they are

in a common purpose.

We propose to publish a high class monthly mugazine to meet this need,
under the name possibly of "Universal Service," "The Citizen Soldier" or "Natlonal
Service.” It would be dedicated to the cause of universal training and would
contain (1) Editorial comment (2) articles on universal training and military
policy by the leading public men of the day (3) technical military articles of use
end value to training camp men by Regular Army experts (4) news and plans of the
camps and Training Camps Association (5) instruction course for the Officers
Reserve Corps.

As to financing the publication the plan calls for a corporation =~ "The
Military Training Camps Association Publishing Company" = with $5.00 shares, these
shares to be purchased by the members of the association and distributed as wide-
ly as possible. Circulation and advertising would be built up with the co-opera-
tion of the subscribers and stockholders, but full velus will be given for the sub-

scription price. The publication, like any other new magazine, would be on a
losing basis at the start and stock subscriptions would be received in the begin-
ning as contributions to the cause and not as ordinary investments. Once estab-
lished, however, the magazine ought to be self supporting and possibly return

moderate dividends. -

There has been a big demand from trainlngwcazf men for such a publication,
and we believe that its need and value are great. We also think that the plan is
practical and that the publication can be made of unique interest and value and we
want to put it through, but first we want your comment and suggestions.

For your possible canvenience we enclose a questionnaire and return en-
velope and request that you give it your best consideration and return it immed-

iately, as the need for action in the matter is pressing.

EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE,
MILITARY TRAINING CAMPS ASSOCIATION OF THE U,.S.,



TeELEPRONE, 31883 CORTLANDT

MILITARY TRAINING CAMPS ASSOCIATION
OF THE UNITED STATES

31 NASSAU STREET, NEw Youxk City

PLAN FOR A MONTHLY PUBLICATION ACCORDING TO LETTER OF OCTORER
16TH, 1916 TO MEMBERS OF GOVERNING COMMITTEE.

1. (See note) I would -(woﬂd—mv)-expect to subscribe at $2. per annum for a

monthly publication of this character.

2, (Bee note) I would (would not) expect to purchase one or more $5. shares

in the "Military Training Camps Association Publishing Company." Please
glate number of shares you might take.

3. Suggestions for name of publication.

4, Miscellaneous suggestions and remarks. (Contents, contributions, financing,
advertising, obtaining aubscripfions, etc.)

SiEEOd...................I.’.........'l.i.i.l.l!

ggdresg AR DI A RIS RETRESIC AR DD GO ot e véveas

NOTE: Answer does not bind you in any way but is merely for the information and
guidance of the Executive Committee.

RETURN TO EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE, MILITARY TRAINING CAMPS ASSOCIATION OF THE UNITED
STATES, 31 NASSAU STREET, NEW YORK CITY.



LEHIGH UNIVERSITY

SoOUTH BETHLEHEM, PA.
HENRY STURGIS DRINKER October 24, 1916.

PRESIDENT

To the Members of the University Presidents' Advisory Committee
on Summer Military Training Camps,

Gentlemen:

At the meeting in Weshington on the 17th inst., called by
the Secretary of War, there were present, by invitation of the
Secretary of War,'in addition to members of our committee, the
following presidents of institutions: President W. 0. Thomnson,

Ohio State University; President Brown Avres, University of
Tennessee: President George E. Vinecent, University of Minnesota;

President qulPotter Benton, University of Vermont, and President
W. M. Riggs, Clemson Agricultural College. These gentlemen were
invited to the meeting by the Secretary of War as representing
institutions havingan active interest in the metter of student
military training.

There were present at this conference the following members
of our Committee,- Presidents Lowell, Hadley, Hutchins, Denny,
Humphreys, Superintendent Nichols, and myself. It was the unanimous
opinion of these seven members of our committee that if the other
eight members of the committee should agree, it would be well to
invite Presidentis Thompson,iAyfés, Vincent, Benton, and Riggs to
become members of our Advisory Committee on the summer camps, and if

this should be our unanimous ovninion, I would like 1o be advised of it

in time to send them invitations to attend our annual meeting &t the



Century Club, New York, on November 16th. I am therefore sending
this letter to the members of the Advisory Committee and would be
indebted for an early reply as to whether you apnrove this enlarge=-"
ment of our committee. Up to this time we have been fortunate in
having as members 0f the committee only men genuinely interested in
the summer camping movement, and there would seem to be no doubt
that the five gentlemen now proposed are as much interested in them
as we have been, and are, and that they would make desirable and

valuable members of the committee.

wincerely yours,

e ————

7,

\_/

Please let me know whether, as now advised, you expect
to be able to give me the pleasure of your presence at lunch

at the Century Club 2t 1 P.M. on November 16 (our annual meeting).
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MILITARY TRAINING CAMPS ASSOCIATION
OF THE UNITED STATES
31 NASSAU STREET, NEw Yorg CIity

October 16, 1916,

Rt. Reve. Thomas J. Shahan,
Rector Catholic University of America,

Washington, D. C.

My dear Bishop Shahan:

I was glad to receive your letter of October 15 and
to note your close interest in the affairs and work of
the Military Training Camps Association. I am sorry that
you cannot attend the meeting here in November. Please
call on the office of this Association for any informa-

tion which you want about its affairs and the work it is

dOingo

Very truly yours,
o B )b
@ ,
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