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Three copies inclosed for (1) Instructors in Mass Singing:
(2) Head of Institution: (3) Commanding Officer.

War Department
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Issued, in conjunction with the work of the Committee on
Education and Special Training, by the Commission on Training
Camp Activities, Raymond B. Fosdick, Chairman;Lee F, Hanmer,
Director, Department of Camp Music;Peter W. Dykema, Supervisor
of Singing in S. A, T. C.

Bulletin No. 1 : October 10, 1918
From:! The Commission on Training Camp Actiﬁities; Depart—
ment of Camp Music.
T?; inetructors in Mass Singing in Units of the S5,A.T.C.

Subject! Suggestions for Initiating Mass Singing.

The Origin of Singing Direction in the S§,A.T.C.

The stimulating of singing in the various units of the S.A.T.C.
by the Commission on Training Camp Activities is a logical
development of the work they have been carrying on for over a year
in the regular army and navy stations, On April 18, 1917, the
gecretary of War created the Commission on Training Camp Activities,
ineluding in the socope of its work, the "promotion of rational
recreational facilities within and without the camps", Their field
was to include "training camps now in operation and all military
camps of the regular army, national guard, and national army." Of all
the kinds of activities carried on by the Commission, none has been
more unigue or more successful than singing as it has been developed

by the Camp Music Department of the Commission under the direction
of Mr. Lee F, Hanmer and the organization he has built up. It was

trerefore natural that the Committee on Education and Special Train-
ing should atk the Commission to extend its direction of singing to

this new branch of America's army.

Complete Deveiopment will Come Slowly

On account of the vast field covered by the 8. A. T. C. (al-
most six hundred institutlons enrolling between four and five hun-
dred thousand men) and the lateness 3? establishing connections
between the Committee and tpe Cgmmlsalgn (thg plan was not broached
until September 20, 1918), it W111.be impossitile to have a complete
crganization worked out for some time %o come, In fact, the first
rhree months period will be largly experimental so that if our
plang are wall worked out By the time a new set of men stert Work-
ing Jenuary 1, 1619, we may feel reasonably well satisfied.
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| In blocking out roughly the work to be done, we shall for the
| present follow pretty clesely the lines lald down for scong leaders
' in the regular army and navy camps. A few quotations taken Irom
early numbers of the pamphlet sent to the Commission Song Leaders .
F;;*vﬂﬁmillwferve to show the ideas which have been placed before them:

g "Tt is just as essential that the soldiers know how to
i”'& sing as it 18 that they carry rifles and know how to shoot
3 "them,® said Major General Leonard Wood recently, in a talk
before the men of his couwmand at Camp Funston, Fort Rilley,
Kansas. "Singing is one of the things they should all learn,
It sounds odd to the ordinary person when you tell him every
goldier should be a singer, because the layman cannot reconcile
" ginging with killing. But when you know the boys as I know
them you will realize how much it means to them to sing. There
~isn't anything in the world, even letters from home, that will
raise a soldier's gpirite like a good, catchy, marching tune.,
When a man has been tramping for houre in the hot sun, carrying
o a heavy pack on his back, or when he is toiling along in the
e mud on a cold, rainy day, or when he has to remain in the
£ barracks all day with nothing to do, singing drives away the
X 'dumps! and makes him s8it up and find that the clouds have a
- cheerful lining. ‘

"1 have seen men (oiling for hours thru the mud and
rain, every one of them dejected, spiritless, tired and
cold, wet and forlorn, cursing the day they entered the

. army, transformed into a happy, devil-may—care Irame Of
SR mind thru a song. Their heads pop uap in the air, their
¥ . i leyes sparkle, and the spring comes back to their step. We
hope every man in training will be a singer, because wiaen
he gets to Framce the hours in the trenches and back of
the lines ' will be long and dreary. We desire him to be happy
and care—free and to help keep his comrades that way."

Patrick MacGill, the soldier poet in his dedicatory letter
to his book of verse called "Soldier Songs" writes:

B S _ "Phe soldiers have songs of their own, songs of

g ¥ the march, the trench, the billet and the battle. The

Fh origin ie lost; the songs have rigen like old folk-tales,

o s . spontaneous choruses that voice the mocds of the moment

. & and of many moments which are monotoncusly alike., Most

s - of the yverse is of no import; the crowd hac no sence of

B L chgoetio values; itis.the singing elone walch gives ex-

- . pression to the soldier's soul, 'Tipperary' means home
~ ‘'when it ie sung in a shell-shaltered billet; on the
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Sketch of Material for first News Letter —9=-

long march 'Tipperary' is Berlin, the goal of high
enterprise and great adventures. The content of the
songs matter little. The soldier's encouragement and
soothing comes from the mere fact that he is singing.
In moments of stress, or monotony, or grief, or hope,

his thots find best expression in music,"

. Frances F. Brundage, executive secretary of the
National Committee on Army and Navy Camp Music, cooperatirng
with the Commission on Training Camp Activities, in a message

to the song leadérs, wrote!

"Bvents crowd in so rapidly that it is hard to
reallze A0w mucn nas veen accomplished since the days
of early summer when we were all thrilled by the announce-
ment from the Commission on Training Camp Activities that
their program included "Singing", and I wonder if even now
we fully appreciate that the United States Government has
not only appointed a song leader for every training camp
in the country but has made his work a part of the military
program, We can well forget that we have never had an
official recognition of the Arts. If there has never been
g National Theatre or Opera, we have now a National Singing
Army and our National Music School is building itself in '
wonderful ways, Ite brancheg will be outside as well as
ingide the camps, for community choruses are feeling

the stimulation of the Army and Navy work and are finding
a new life and enthusiasm,"

An editorial in the Atlanta CONSTITUTION concludes with

this statement®:
"Since the government has thus put its official stamp

onn music as a gpiritual and even a fighting force, putting
paid musiciang in every encampment in the United States

+o atart the soldiers ginging, and to encourage community

masice in the cities the soldiers frequent, can it ever be

said again that music is a mere luxury, and therefore not

an essential to daily life?"

Ceneral Bailey in speaking of the work with his men said:

nT think all of my men will sing under the song lead-—
ers, but if necessary, I'll order them to sing,"

A colonel addressing his men said:

M"Abroad you will have two great enemies - the Germans,
and the rain, snow, fatigue and long weary waits, — the
more formidable of these 1s the latter. You will conguer
the Germans with your military weapons, but the other can
te conguered only by cheerfulness, and singing is the

great antidote Tor depression."



- -

v

From such expressions as these, it can be seen that the more
discerning commanders recognize the value of singing as an asset
in the promotion ol an esprit de corps, in installing unity,
rhythm, courage, an inspiring dash, and have thus gone out of
their way to maske singing drill a part of the regular schedule".

Immediate Steps to be Taken

In beginning the work with the students, it is essential
that the song leader have in mind the general function of music
as outlined in the preceding quotations, It is desirable, more-—
over, that he impress upon students some of these ideas. This
is the practice of many of the army song leaders, as the follow-
ing quotations from a speech which one of them gives, will indi-
cate, Only sentences here¢ and there are given because every
leader will desire to form his own material for presentation:

"I suppose a great many men have wondered what the
object could be in calling an organization together for
the purpose for which you have been assembled today, and
I can imagine the most of the remarks which were passed
around when you first heard of it. In fact I have heard
those same remarks so often and from so many sources that
I expect them, The training in singing is a part of the
military program which has been laid out for you, It is
the wish of the Secretary of War, of General Pershing, and
of your own Commanding General and your officers, that you
sing at all opportune moments, ......This work is strict—
ly military and is not recreational but structural. .ccoeese
There is no such thing in the Auerican army as a man who
cannot sing. Any man who can talk can sing. I do not mean
that he is a Caruso or that he can even carry a tune, but
he has the apparatus Ior the production of sound and with
repeated attempts he can learn to make pleasing music. Let
us understand then that every man is to try to sing. This
is not a rest period......0fficers and experienced soldiers
have frequently remarked that the singing soldier marches
better and comes in fresher than the silent one.

Details of work to be Presented Later

L]

It will be the purpose of these news letters $o present
from time to time helpful suggestions on various matters con-—-
nected with our work. At first these will be drawn very largely
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from the experiences of army song leaders, but as a special tech-
nigue 1s developed under the peculiar conditions which surround
the S. A. T. C., the experience of very successful leaders will
be presented in this sheet. Keep in close touch with your dis-—
trict representative both by conversation and correspondence. He
will pass on to the central office the more valuable material so
that it may be included in our news letter. This publication
should be the result of mutual helpfulness.

The First Songs to be Taught

The Army songbooks which are being printed by the government
and which will be presented to each man in the service, including
all those in the S+A.T.C., will not be available bnfore November 1.
Until then the material on the camp song sheet used in the Wash-—
ington D.C. district which have been sent to the head of your
ingtitution will supply sufficient material. The following songs
most of which appear on that list, may be taken as an initial list:
(1) America; (2) Star Spangled Banner; (3) Battle Hymn of the
Republic; (4) The Marseillaise; (5) 0ld Folks at Home; (6) 014
Black Joe; (7) Cld Kentucky Home; (8) Pack up your Troubles in your
0ld Kit Bag; (9) When the Great Red Dawn ic ohinings; .10) Over
There; (11) There's a Long Long Trail; (12) Goodbye Broadway; (13)
Joan of Arc; (14) Good Morning Mr. Zipy (15) Keep the Home Fires
Burning. The first seven of these are easily available. Numbers (8)
through (15) are obtainable only i1 gheet music form. It should be
noted that nuwmbers 8, ¢, 10, 11, and 12, 13, 14, 15, can be used
sa fTour—song medley groups ( chorusss only) 50 that they may be
cung without pause after the men ha sarned them., Both these
latter groups are intenced as hikir dleys, (Sing the first
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Commission on Training Camp Activities
by Peter W. Dykema, Song Leader

Asgigned a8 Supervisor of Singing in the S, A. T. C.

Hollls Jdison deenny

Lieut. Q.M.C. - Secretary
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Oct. 4, 1918.

FROM: The Committee on Equcation and Snecial Training.
TO: Institutions vhere Sections of S, A+ T. Cu are located.
SUBJECT Group Singing.,

. i ;n a number of units of the Vocational Seetion of the S, A
€. special attention has been naid to group singing with verv encourarin ‘
results in the enhancement of rmorale. The Committee desires t; extend ghig t
all units of the S. Aa T. C. (both sections A. and B), through the 60-; era?
tion of the Commanding Cfficer of each unit, the hesd of the institution pand-
such members of the faculiies as may be interested in the snbject, The ;oﬂr +
tee hes, accordingly, requested the Commission on Training Camp Activiti;sh' B
to extend to all uniis of the S... T. C. the work in Group'Singing'which it hes
hitherto conducted in the /rmv Cantonments.

T,

¢« The Commission on Training Camp fctivities has agreed to
undertake this work and has assigned Professs» Peter ™. Svkema, Professor b
Music at the University of Tisconsin, to take charre of the w;rk. This is mad
possible through the generous action of the Univers;tv of "isconsin in ﬂrﬂnt{a X
leave of absence to Prcfessor Dykema for this purpose; Oreanization OE ;He‘ng
work is nov under way ond os a Tirst step Professor Drkema is arran ing a éer'
of sectional conferences, details of which vill be fornished in o %ewgdavs 1:3
S meantim?, specific quections mayv be addressed to Professor Dvicena in‘éa;e é?
the Commission on Trainine Camp Aectivities, eshiagten, D. C.

T- . - . - .

3. hile these definite nlans are orlne perfected, Commandine
Officers are requested te do whatever is porsible vncer local COWdJ*iOHQ*;6
dev?lope group Singing 1in co-operacion with.the’acrdernic aunthorities. Some
officer in the detachment, either the Commanding 0ff.cer or some cfficer ap

® ‘* . o= - | e 5
pointed Dby hkﬂ,.suould temporarily be riven speciz) responsibilitv for devel.
oping group sincing. 2

4, Care should be taken to develo ) ' ' :
cers or men ?arhto obtain them from the institut?ons::gtﬁ:aS:;;uz?zzg t?; g££;7y1ﬂ
the officqfsﬁ Mld arranze for the use of 2 pisno to accomnany the E;.noin " f'}]; e
eyer the £g¢ilftiés of the local institution make it possidle to secure o%ﬁer s
“mysical instrupents and men to plav them, they should be added to the piano. In

' . . . . -
_many instances  71usicians from the commmity mey be induced to volunteer their
~ gervices to.assist in making the singinz a success.

| :o' o A
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