TO: Father Burke August 31,1929,
FROM: Mr.D.J,Ryan,Burean of Historical Records.

SUBJECT: 1929 Report of the Bureau of Historical Records,

In March,1929 the Bureau of Historical Records moved its offices
and materials to the fire-proof building provided for the safe keeping of
the records, All records pertaining to the World War data are now housed
in these quarters with the exception of the war time files of Catholic
publications which will require specizal steel racks and facings therefor,
A pictorial exhibit of the work of the Nationzal Catholic War Council has
been started in the entrance hall of the Records Building,

The Bureau prepared & sixteen page pamnhlet explaining the
purposes of the compilation and the work incident to the collection of
facts on the Catholic contribution to the national energies during the
World War period, Suggested methods and a catalogue of sources were
included for the benefit of committees of the lay organizations that are
developing the work locally, Salient fects concerning the N,C.W.C, as a
wnole were also presented in this work guide,

Several thousand copies have been distributed by the N.C.C.M,
and N,C.C,W, The Bureau has noted a pleasing comment on this guide from
interested committees as well as orgenizations and cormissions engaged
with World War records., The editor of The Ecclesiastical Review requested
an article on the work of the Bureau after noting the namphlet on the
N.C,W.C,World War Records,

Since December,1928, the Bureau has supplied to the Feature
Service of the N,C,W.C.Press Department a weekly feature on outstanding
Catholic herces of the World War, These have provoked an interest in
the cocllection, Parents,ex-service men, chaplains and others have
presented facts of great value to the collection after noting the accuracy
of statements released in these feature articles,

Federal legislation enacted March 2,1929 allows the Mothers

and widows of the A,E.F, dead now buried overseas to visit the American
cemeteries on invitation and at the expense of the Goverment, The task

of reaching the Mothers and widows of these soldiers is admitied to be
difficult in the majority of cases, The Society of American War Mothers
(World War) have asked the cooperation of the N.C,W.C, through this Bureaun
in locating Catholic Motaers, The office of the Quarter-Master Corvs in
charge of cemeteries has stated they will rely on the help our records
may give as they have exhausted their possibilities in reaching the Gold

Star Mothers through the emergency a2ddresses presented by the soldier
at the time of the war,

Active cooperation with the effort of the Goverment in
regard to these pilsrimages will allow another public recognition of
the N.C.W.C, war data; and the effectiveness of the local commitiees of

the lay organizations interested in records and incidental matters, It
will also develop additional records of Catholics buried in these
cemeteries, Cooperation with the American War Mothers, although we have
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10: Father Burke
TROM s Bureau of Historical Records,

SUBJECT: 1930 Renort | 7
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The general features of the work of the Bureau of Historical
Records during the past year included card typing and file work on the
804,437 available records; compiling and publishing lists of Gold
Star Mothers and Vidows who were to visit graves of Catholic soldiers
overseas; checking aveilable state war service publications with
Catholic records; suovlying data on request: for informetion on
Catholic war work and the preparation of news end feature items for
the N,C,V.C, News Service and the H,C,W.C.Review, |

The most consequentiel result attained for the general work,
was very likely, through an article, "Americen Catholic World Ver Recordg=-
Collection and Preservation", prepared by this office and published
in the June,1230, "Ecclesiastical Review'. The Catholic press of the
country carried a reference to the article, A summary also eppesred
in "La Croix" and "L'Osservatore Romeno! Its listing in readers?
guides and historical megezines,under their veriodical literature
sections will refer many to & convenient source of informaztion on
Catholics in the World War., We notice that locel Catholic radio
offerings and speskers at Catholic gatherings still use statements
concerning Catholic war activities which can only be substentisted
in part, g, ¢ -

Our staff's principal work is on the typing 2nd filinz of
record cards, A consistent endeavor to dispatch this tagk is maintained,
Aooroximately 320,000 are now in the general card file, Two file
operators and one typist are employed in this work as well as a
considerable part of the time of a2 fourth worker who handles the
corresnondence and other stenozraphiec work for the office, Frequent
interruptions,hovever, are suffered in order to cover incidental
phzses o7 the general work which in our judgement appear to be
imperative and of an immediste velue to the Catholic war records
collection and the work of the N,C,W,C,

The Catholic war records received nrominent mention throﬁg;h

items in connection with the Gold Star Pilgrimeges. The N.C,W.C.News
Service released a generel story with a list of 740 Cotholic Gold

Star Pilzrims as well 2s the grave record of soldiers that these
Pilgrims were to visit, a few days after the initizl 1list of eligibles
was availeble from the Government Printing Office, At that time
mention wes also maede of 840 mothers and widows who declined the
invitation of the Government, As each salling list of 2 Gold Star
Pilgrimage was available, a reclease, naminz the Catholics thereon

was prepared for the News Service, The Gold Star Pilgzrimages will , QoQ"S &&Ge
continue in 1931 and 1932, Mrs.Harrison, Paris emnloyee of the e 60’&
T.,C.W,C, attended the socizl functions tendered the Gold Star Pilzrifg i Q-

on invitation of the commending officer, Americaen Graves Registrat o\%p-
Service, Paris Office, '

fhe Pureau has continued to suoply the U,C,W,C,News Service
weekly articles for the "Catholic Heroes of the VWorld War' feature,
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These items are orepared cerefully as to facts, connection with current
news when oossible and dignity of the act narrated., Selection of the
men mentioned is zuided so 2s the series may dezl with Catholic Heroes
from every state and diocese, if possible, Among the 98 stories
furnished, forty-six states and the District of Columbie have been
represented,

A check of the Massachusetts Gold Star Record with available
Catholic records show that we have definite proof that 2,136 cases
of the 5,777 set out in the state record are of Catholics, We have
carried this item as far as we can from availasble records, There will
be a few increases develoned by iaquiry.

The death casualty records of Catholics in the A.E,F, have
develoned the following summaries as to disposition of bodies,

In Listed Graves Amonz the Overseas Cemeteries- 4685
Unlocated or in Graves of Unknown 409
Buried at Sea, 44
Shioped to Other Countries at Request of Relatives 100
Returned to U, S, 6167

A total of "Buried in Russia" formerly itemized, was cleared by the
return of the bodies to the United States lagt auntum, Ve were in

a'nosition to give the News Service several items on the return of
bodies from Russia, The totals as to the disposition of bofies
change frequently as new graves develon from our "Trouble Cases" and
results of inquiries on many likXely cases sopearinz in the Government
file, not remorted to us as Catholics,

The N.C,W.C, pvarticipated in the overseas iemorial Day exercises
by plecing a2 wreath at the Tomd of the French Uniknown at the time
of the public ceremony and also in the Suresnes American Cemetery,

The acknowledgement and thanks for these acts were received from the
Americen Graves Registration Service,

Regquegts for information from these files renge from the details
of a particular individual's military service to materials for onublic

addresses, histories of the war work of Catholic societles and summaries
of Catholic war work in gencral,
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NATIONAL HEADQUARTERS
1312 MASSACHUSETTS AVE., N. W,
WASHmGTor»?' D .

MOST REV. EDWARD J. HANNA, D.D.
CHAIRMAN, ADMINISTRATIVE COMMITTEE

REV. JOHN J. BURKE, C.S.P., GENERAL SECRETARY

i
Tos Father Burke,CGeneral Secretary i
Froms: Bureau of Historicel Records _ ]
Sudject: 1931 Report as of August 1,189351, :
Summary:

The Bureecu of Historical Records has in the past year
“advanced the availability of the patriotic record of
Catholics in the life of the nation., The Vorld War collection,
immediately in hand,has been imnroved ‘n lay-cut,accessibility
and in use value to the general work of the N,C.W.C.
Convenient summery statements of facts from the N,C,VW.C, wer
records have been prepared for and nuodlished in spnecisal
vearbooks, 2lmanecs and diocesan souvenir records. The
enppearance of these tend tc guard against tne use of poorly
considered statements on the part of writers and orators who
sometime abuse, by over statement, the participation of
Catholic citizens in the Torld Var,

World Ver pnersonnel records total 804,569,

Of the severzl classifications the N.C,V,C, World Var
Records the militery and naval personnel data continue: to Dbe
the most impressive in the public mind end constitutes the
greatest task in the work, The Catholic population at the
time of the war was 16.94% of the total population of the
U.S, Tais percent of the troops levied from the 48 states
and the District of Colu~bia gives 784,320 as a representative
measurement of personnel from the Catholic population, The
available 804,569 shows a representation of 17,15% of the
troops from continentel U,S,

072,298 records entered in general alphabetical file,

The principal work of our staff durinz tkhe past year hes
‘been on the develovment of a general alohabetical file of
these Torld War records. This effort involves tyning cards
from parish lists varying in lengtn,legibility and arrangement
and the filing of these cards, Taere ere 572,298 cerds filed,
At the time of our last annual report, there were 320,000,

One file operator and one typist are constantly engeged with
this work. Tor a period of eignt months of the year, we had
snother worker whose time was divided between the tyning and

filing, The release of this worker was necessitated by the
l1ack of sufficient funds to provide equipment end maintein the

worker as the volume developed,
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To: Fatner Surkke, General Secretary s
Froms Buresu of Historicel Records //"
Subjects Renort, 1932,

The Buresu of Historicel Records adjusted its costs from
$13,000 to $7,200 per annum, & curtailment of aonroximetely 45
percent, during the past yesr, <The personnel has been reduced
from five to two, ‘he major work, &t present, is the identific-
ation of renmorted records with official records and the acquisi-
tion of detzsiled military and naval dats therefrom, A steatement
of status is attached,

fhe work of typing and filing availeble records in a
general alphabetical file was brougnt to a totel of 630,000 eas
ageinst 572,298 filed at the time of the 1831 Revwort, ¥nclosed
steel shelving was instzalled in the Vault Room of the Annex
Building for the wer period files of the Catholic Press and
other cumbersome source materiazl pertinent to the war datse
formerly stored in the attic of the 1312 Building,

Vork on the deatn ceasualty recorés of Catholics, dec-
orations end awards to Catholics and nictorial records from the

'U.S.8ignzl Corns files commnands the constent attention of the

Bureeu, These items demand cereful proof whicn absorbs much
time ana labor,

Recuests for information on phases of Catnolic war work,
questions on facts anpeering in the Catholic Press and similer
gueries arising among the headquarters offices of the N.C.W.C,
are hendled in considerable volume by the Bureau, Correspondence
with and statements for committees of lzy orgenizations interested
in the further develooment of the Cetholic records ere also
important items which the limited staff of the Bureau endesavors

to hendle.

Snecial articles in connection with the Yorktown Sescui-
centennizl and the Georze Teshington Bicentennial were prepared
for Catholic Action Magazine and the News Service., A weekly
fezture, "Catholic Heroes of the World War" wes written for the
N,C.¥.C, Feature Service, Lists ot Gold Star Motaers end Vicdows
visiting the graves of Catnolics in the Americen cemeteries in
Furone were released through the News Service,

fhe N.C, ¥.C.participated in the American Memorial Day
services oversess throuczh lrs,Hdarrison and her daughters in Peris,

Deniel J.Ryan, cto‘ig/w‘\
Bureau of His Becords,



Covy of &z feature story indicating cdata necessary to a complete record

(Director, N. C. W. C. Historiceal
Records Bureau, Central Depository
of Catholic War Data).

JOHN M. McINTOSH

The Silver Star Citation awarded
to officers and enlisted personnel of
the army for gallantry In action
worthy of publication in Orders, but
not within the limitations of the reg-
‘ulations for the award of the Dis-

tinguished Service Cross, has been ac-

corded the distinction of an indivi-
dual medal through a recent announ-
cement of the War Department. The
cilver Star citation was authorized in
1018. The mew medal will be issued
to World War veterans whose cita-
tions are on file in the War Depart-
ment as applications are made and
verified.

Iieut. John M. McIntosh of St.
Peter's Parish, Columbia, S. C., earn-
ed the Silver Slar citation on Sept.
12, 1918. Forty-three members of St. \_
Peter’s parish were in World War
service. They are with the excep-
tion of six, officially credited to the
atate and are so listed in the Official
Rocter of South Carolina Soldiers, |
Sailors and Marines, World War 1917- |
18. Four parishioners made the su-
preme sacrifice. Their names appear
on a memorial plague in the church
vestibule. Two were officers and two
enlisted men. All deaths were OC-
casioned by direct acts of the enemy.

Iieut. McIntosh, a graduate . of

Clemson College in 1914, was com-
missioned f.om civil life in Novem-

ber, 1917, at the Leon Springs, Texas,
training camp. He was assigned to the |
357th Infantry, 90th Division. At the
start of the S\ Mihiel advance this
Division attacke¢ north from Villers-
en-Haye. The citation declares that
Lieutenant MicIntosh “cooly and fear-
lessly led his platoon in face of ma-
chine gun fire, over difficult ground
literally covered with barbed wire en-
tanglements;” and further that “while
fighting bravely at the head of his
platoon he was caught in wire en-
tanglements and killed by machine
gun fire.” Lieut. McIntosh’s body was
later recovered and returned to the
’ United States.

(Copyright, 1932, NCWC).

-# — et

P A — N

e ot e i el



= - v

"t "

F " i i N ™ o - b
5 - - . o

-

Sy e RO am.z'-j-&hfmq--@ 0¥ MIAEE G i;#:ﬂ;b,gnihht,ﬁﬁ 'ff!,',é_f:qrp:m:i;ﬂral B e Ra €

= 1 . f -
= » [ I L e
- - - N
#—II‘ v | - - ) s L : ]
N 1 i - . , . - B - o . i "
| - L d 3 .o 3 1 '.r i = ' ) I_h - > - k
. | : I L : | N
i s . = r - =1 : et - . A L e ' ; . | l

" i
Z r Vi

i

r

- N
I_.u _i_-_‘ - D e
-T_l. 1|_I‘ hl, !'I_ ]

g
s II; -

=

R 'ﬁ" '_'_

-
G ™ foey l_'_..

- ,_'q' ._ -

"ad BRAl B |

s |




pm:l‘ﬁ"m. \ . i

103 General Secretary
From: Bureau of Historical Records
Subject Report and Status, 1933,

The Burean of Historical Records has operated during the
past year with a staff of two, The program has followed six major
items: verification of reported Catholic service personnel with
official data: casualty records with special regard for the overseas
cemeteries: decorations and feature records; requesis for data
from the collection: promotion of the study of local Catholic records
by committees and societies ior the thoroughness of the Catinolic
record and cooperation with patriotic societies,

The verification of reported records witn official dats,
whetner directly with Government files here in "ashington or from
published reports end listings of citizens in the service by the states
is a slow process, Yet, it constitutes the essence of a2 respectaole
collection. It safeguards the collecilion from sweeping criticlsms
that magazines like the New Age frequently give various Catholic
histories, 'ais verification work is considered our principal
objective, In frequent tests we find that an average day amounts to
one hundred cases checxed, referenced and returned to the files,

OQur scaedule: at the present time show 240,000 cases with military
and naval information,

OQur recent worik with the casualty records nas been
particularly beneficial to the appearances and thoroughness of thls
classification. We have obtained from the American Battle lMonuments
Commission copies of the records of unknowns, unlccated, lost al see
and buried at sea as carved on the cemetery chapel walls, ‘nese
records are divided among the cemetery chapels, The Suresnes Cenefery
chapel carries a bronze tablet rather than tine neames in thae stone
as in the other chapels, Owing %o & renumbering of graves in some
cemeteries by the Government as the last of the marble crosses were
placed, we found it necessary to recheck all of our grave listings
with those on file in the Quartermaster General's Qffice.

SUMMARY STAL sl fan'p
totel Available Catholic Service Fersonnel Hecords = = = = = 808,369
Of these:
Total carded and filed = = = = = =« =« =~ 045,000
Total with detail information = = - = - 240,000
e Casuslties
Total of the Catholic Cagualiy ColleCction = = = «~ =« = = « = 224 002
Overseas deathis noteda among these = - - -12Z2,349

Domestic deaths and incomplete cases - - 10,209

2,940 Bodies of Oversess Death Casualtie

(Catholics) :
Returned to United Stetes = - = @ =« = = = = - & - = = - 6,845
Cemeterial ReCords = = = = o - o o o c o o o= = = = = 5,372
Of these:
Bodies in knomn graves = = = = = =« « 4. 791

Unknowns, etc,,Chapel Lists = = = = o381

Bodies shipped to other countries = = = w@ - 2 - = = = = - 126




Records of decorations for gallantry and citations thereof
swarded Catholic service men and women are maintained as found, A
weekly feature on some particular outstanding war event that displays
the heroism of one or more Catholics is supplied to the N.C,V.C.
Teature Service, This has developed the keen interest oi the Legion
of Valor, freaguent correspondence with their national office and several
visits here by their deputy chief of staff, <The contacts of tihls
office with the groun to date has been entirely through non-Catholics

Requests for information received from students of the
war period absorb considerable time, It is noted that through tnese
the collection serves one of its objeciives of having data avallable
for the historian znd at the same time allows scholarly mention of
the Catholic patriotic record.

Promotion of the study of local Catholic records by the
committees and societies is an important feature o1 tihne program,
It has been given time in the past year as occasion arose, It is
apparent, however, the Bureau must initiate a greater volume of tals
activity through the offices of the N.C,C.l, end N.C.C,V,

Contacts with various patriotic societies and associations,
particularly, the American War Mothers and the Legion of Valor have
been found valuable to the collection not only in meking the work kmown,
out, also in securing deta, We have recorded with the national
historian of the Americen Var liothers several hundred clippings and
copies of the "Catholic Heroes of the World Var,® feature.

| Mrs.Harrison of Paris represented the N,vu.W,U, at the oversees
Memorial Day ceremonies and at the receptions of the Gold Star pilgrims
who visited the cemeteries during the year, The names of mothers and
widows visiting graves of Catholics were checked from the sailing lists
and released throuzh the News Service,

The attached reference to the cemeteries overseas was released

throuch the N.C.W.C. Pictorial Service in May and prominently displayed
by 21l the Catholic papers that employ the service,
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