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MAISON SMNTE-CATHERINE

2 L] ®
:
}
. .} I, RUE JEAN-MACE

BREST (FINISTERE)

February 18th 1920,

My Dear RBtolle Mother,

You will never know how happy
I was to hear from you., I had wanted so to write -
you but time is so fleeting and then things happene
with such a zip and a bang after you left, I shall
not go into detalls now as I am comming to you too
soon for that , I sall on the Savoie, March 13th,
and 1f possible wlll go west via Washington,

_ I gid not go to Verdun where
you had assigned me wWhy,,,,,.«..., Well I have
been most happy here at Brest and Miss Curlett
has been most delightful to work with,

Miss Bonney is most pitiful
to behold and all I can thihk when I see her
on the stireets of Parls looking like a lost soul,
ls, " Have you learned a lesson?" 3But no I think
not . BShe is not tapable of that, The strong
attachment that once exlsted between Mherand Miss -
Coleton 1s evidently no longer as Miss C.. just
3 sniffed when her name was mentioned the other day
and sald" 9h that lassie, " :
It was rather a mystery why
I should get a letter from Father Burke when no
one else did but I ignored it , intending to see
you when I returned and then him, However I anm

%lag he has 18, just to know how one individual
eels, s

It has always been a consolation
to me to feel that I could and did have the courage
too proclaim the principles for which I stand,

Wah

=

-

AT
Mooand .
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March 1,1920
MAISON STE-MARGUERITE
CARREFOUR STE-MARGUERITE
l{y Dear & L,Iillar: - ARRAS (PAS-DE~CALAIS) FRANCE
\ jfour letter of some months ago was certainly
welcomed oned I sat down and answered it at great length

anéd in detail because I krew yuu would be interested, -
then, too, : you are truly the only one I felt I could
write to as I felt that time, unburden my troubles and
get your advice,~ for your letter camelike a ray of sun-
shine after a big storm when I was wondering if it really
wee 'worth while' Today lMics Hardwick tells me you
inquired if I ever got your letter, implying you must nét
have received my acknowledgement, and I am adding that
letter to the many others that have been miscarried. In
fact, thus far I can't find that a single letter. I have
written since coming to France,- much less that have been
addressed to me through the American Express at Paris
ane. re-~directed to the Club, have ever reached their
destinationse I have not had a single word from home
until two weeks ago, and they have been wiring and 'phoning
and worrying themselves sick over 1it. My official army
discharge, a months salary and bonus from Ft. McHenry
have never reached me, ane€ needless to say I have been
upset and worried over it here. It has been fortunate
that 1 have been so busy and occupied with the management
and. interests of Arras' activities, or I might have : .
matured & good home-sick spell. '
But,~- to get to your letter again,~ I never
will be able to tell you what a boom it proved to me
. the day of its receipt, and had you been my own mother
and taken me under your wing it would not have comforted =
me more,- I felt at the time 1T was an answer to my prayer.
for strength in my lonliness, for you know I have never
made 2 confident of any of my staff,~ this from the
standpoint of discipline and fear it might create party
feeling among the girls and I did so advocate and try
to promote unity in our midst. I wanted one unit withou
tclicks'! in it and the girls responded splendidly to
the impulse for a long time. ‘hen the inevitable develo
with the same ring leader of the Etoil Club strife as

the sorceress,- never open and abeve board but under-

surfacing and instill the spirit of discontent,-
f‘fnn.fly ge%ting %ho gi? s to Egpmartyrs and frighti"ully
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ARRAS (PAS-DE~CALAIS) FRANCE

abused, even citing a new leadership in Miss Cruger
because she countenanced certain privileges that
were not in hermony with the status the French people

- have of male acquaintenanceshipse. etc. You remember
how when the unit first arrived, and for months after-
wards, we were held up for want of the sewing machines
and typewritérs,- also the urfinished house and cny
final painting it throughout myself so as to get
things working,- well, the necessitated idleness gotl
the girls in the habit of no responsibility and matured
a listless disinterest in everything,- so that when we

did get the machines in December, they immediately
felt abused to be asked to apply themselves more than

& few pupils a day and I just could not rouse them to
any endeavor or enthusiasm .They felt the Council had
mede a mistake in its survey of the field here and not
installed the proper sort of relief agency. Miss Yorbes

held it should have been a warehouse with herself the
active Lady Bountiful and eliminate the red tape of

inquiry as to the worthiness of the applicant.kMiss Cruger
advocated 'taking only those girls who had & Dbrewyet.

and did not approve of ¢énrolling anyone else,~the quariers
were not large enough, etc. and the Council did not expect

‘its personnel to work nights if they gave an afternoon
lesson, etc. We had served tea to those who called on us

formally at the Dbeginning of our residence,but it had

to be eliminated as our work developed and the girls felt
. abused because I would not allow them to go up town to

a teashop ewery afternoon that was the rendevouz of the

Bnglish military. I vizualized the outcome, acquaintence -
ships and dinner and dance invitations out to the various

camps, and in this danger zone with all the precautions
and varnings handed me by both the “nglish and French
commandants to keep the girls indoors after dark,- to be
always armed myself when on the sireet, I Jjust could not,
see the tea-shop advincésrand the girls felt abused again
- Then Laura Donohue came up to replace Iliiss Forbes who
did not weather the place well and was off duty so much.

Laura and Drusilla latthews were always combatants and
housing them in such small quarters as this only tended to
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aggravate the griefs of both, and the long and short of it
-was we were in a continuous upheaval of angry words which
certainly demoralized the activities of the house, @nd I
asked for a change of personnel of both Miss Donohide and
Miss Cruger. The latter asked for a transfer to Belgium
Just at the time of your return to America and ilir. Denechar
did not grant it. She was anxious to be near her people '
and had joined the Council with that understanding, she .=
sald,-assignment ‘to Belgium. When it was not granted she
laid down and waited for them to discharge her as she
felt she was out of her proper setting. Then I was sent
liss MacVeigh and Miss Hardwick as replacements, both
- good workers and enthusiastic in the scope of work to be
accomplished. I have gone into this detail of explanatio:
and were you cloBer at hand could explain more that I
- Bhould like to as I know ,now Just what you went through
a2t the Club with the same stewardness at the helm as I had
here. Then too, you are going to hear rumors and tales
from the girls when they get back home, how abused they
wefe, overworked, etc, at Arras, and I want you to withhol
your judgment, for I know you will not be dicappointed in
me as & disciplarian if you have both sides to judge. Was
inte Paris two weeks ago and Miss Colleton was frank in
her statement that I was the most unpopular directress,
that the girls all hae  -The same slory of bLeing starved |
and generally abused, etc. I was so thoroughly disgusted
to have her show her faith in <their tales without consult
ing me for the right or wrong of it or getting my version
at least, that I Jjust looked at her listlessly and asked
her 1f she believed it all, and when she said tbf course,
T do ,- they all said the same thing' I was teo crushed
to offer an argument. She had never been up here to see
Just what we were doing with,-how we had to do it,-much
less Xnew:itnothing of the struggle I had to get the girls
to work and still keep their good will. The latter may b
my own fault as I would not report anything discrediting
the standing of a girl if I could ©possibly do it and up’ .
to the request for these transfers which were entirely for

t?o good of the service, never have written one discrediti
much less spoken it) of g memberof my unit. I stood by




el
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them loyally and taken their post of duty whenever any
opportunity for diversion came their way in the desire
to keep them contented as they made comparisons with the
advantages of 'the other houses, getting into Paris, etc.
All I can say 1s this,- if I have lost the good will of
that click of three, and this loss is to figure againct
my rating of success in the work of the Council here as
directress,- I gladly accept 1it; Tfor:I never could
conscientiously have retained it at the Tost it made to
the service and work of our house. I did ask Miss C. to
come to Arras herself, go over the menus we had had for
the seven months,~ 2lso the figures of our table cost,et
where it showed just how much we paid for butter,eggs &
meat(the grievences) and Judge for herself, ~and she did
stop here on her rounds of survey to all the houses. I
was on my leave and I have not had the stimulus to write
her since my return as to her verdict,- in fact, I don't
care now,- my work is closing in another two weeks,- I've
gained ny goal,- have night classes with a big registréatic
cater to every girl that make application (and thus far
we have not had a single undesirable regardless of the
crape-hangers predictions ) have secured the barrack and
now feeding over 200 children a day (have 225 registered
but some are always sick or absent) and paramount over
then all,- we have the girls and women crazy over us, -
the parents crowdng in on us every chance of & cinema or
other invitation (as our cinemas average 500 to 600
attendance) -the clcrgy seeing some merit in ouvr mission
and attending our functions in person now- to say naught
0 the good will of the city administration which you
‘remember were so obdurate and unfriendly. They gave me
& crey of 27 German prisons 'gratis' to fix up the barrack
for the Christmas fete (1027 kids in attendance) and had
them work overtime that I would not be disappointed.Then
they equipped it later for the canteen making me horses,
table .tops and benches special and without cost- to
accommodate 225 at a sitting. They have accepted my
invitations to the cinemas and on last Saturday when the
travelling movie arrived here, the mayor together with
the Prefect,Town Commandant gnd Pas De Calais historian
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dropped business and came over to the house to be 'snapped

and they insisted being taken in the process of shaking ‘

hands with the - American directress and thanking me for ;

our services to their folk. Then they escorted us all w

over to the garrison oppocite where Lafayette mobilized

his Américan expedition, and the Commandant gave orders
for everyone on the quarters to report in the field for
the movie,-German prisoners, ¥Frénchiefficers, and all.

They are all for us now- late in the game,its true,- but

a satisfaction in theknowledge we finally won them over

and gained their cooperation in the end. I was thoroughy

pleased at this voluntary offer of access to the garrison

"where no one is allowed to take views and the whole

-official force appearing.

The house here is to be left as a cummunity
center for the girls,-srecializing in trousseau makigg
and cooking training for girls -marriage preparation,
they term it. It will also feature typewriiiang . I trie
awfully hard to have it used as a dispensary or specialty
hospital,-say maternity, contagious, or the like,- but |
the medical men would not countenance two and they are
just opening a dispensary at the hospital.They will also
" have a crech there, and the city would not vote for two.
This can be cleaned so easily it would be wonderful for
medical pwwposes, but probably will do as great a good
~in its outlined work.

% Personally I have appliéd: for assignment with
the Red Cross ' anywhere they want to send me,- there is
nothing calling me back to theU.S.A. and I feel the need
here is g0 great for volunteer workers, that it is an

obligation that I stay where most needed. I intend to
stay in welfare work entirely,- when I get back to the

‘States take a specialty in the College of Philanthrophy

- and make my life more one of 'give' -than'take' I have

found my right groove at last, 1 feel,but I want to do

my work with the most advanced system wnd train accordm

ANELY o

Here, I have sat and written you just as I migh
vigit with yolr were you closer at hand. I get so interes

t+ T sit and pound off a letter just as I would talk,-
'2%% I am going %o ask that you treat this as confident{al




<
. -l {

as I feel that freedom in talking with you,~ and I will
always remember the encouragemant and cheexy 2 you gave
me in those first weeks of my overseas life, the

*1sp1ra.t10n for bigger and better service that‘it ﬁﬁ,pued
and the ideals that were formulated thereof. Moreovexr, I'
want you to retain your faith in me,~ ny life is emplty
and lonly, but the knowledge that somewhere someone does .
believe in your worth and endeavor, fills a great big &
portion of the vacuuri. » Let me hear from you often,~ I . =
love to get your letters and I promise you the same serve e
whenever I can get a spare moment to write. _,i
2
vith every good wish in the world for your well f
being and success,  remember me always @&s your friend & =

Y.

The sddress on the letterhead will reach me as \{j
will leave a forwarding one when we closeé up.

Forgotten news; ~ |

Miss McBride goes to Constantinoble with the A.R. Co ot S
(personnel officer )
Miss McDonald to the Government in clerical worko. -4,

Miss McTiernan " " o " 1 1

‘Mlss Osborn A..x. Ce to Albania in child Welfare vforlc..

- I t'
Y ﬁ{i ' il 8

Many of the girls are stayinf over t& travel ani |
sight-see Bince the new demobe. Trulinge. .




