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D.C,; Benedictines: St. John’s University Archives, Col-
legeville, Minn. and St. Vincent’s Archabbey Archives,
Latrobe, Pa.; Bureau of Catholic Indian Missions Ar-
chives: Marquette University, Milwaukee, Wisc.; Cali-
fornia Church History and Missions, 1770-1955:
University of San Francisco Archives, San Francisco,
Calif.; Catholic Charities: Catholic University Archives,
Washington, D.C.; Catholic Newspapers: American
Catholic Historical Society, Philadelphia, Pa.; Catholic
Order of Foresters, St. Paul, 1894-1928: Minnesota His-
torical Society, St. Paul, Minn.; Church in Michigan: De-
troit Public Library, Detroit, Mich.; Church in the
Mississippi Valley and in the West: St. Louis University
Archives, St. Louis, Mo.; Church in Missouri and the Da-
kotas: Conception Abbey Archives, Conception, Mo.;
Church in Texas: Texas Catholic Historical Society, Aus-
tin, Texas; Church in the United States: American Catho-
lic Historical Society, Philadelphia, Pa.; Church in
Western Pennsylvania: Duquesne University Archives,
Pittsburgh, Pa.; Church in Wisconsin, 1695-1944: State
Historical Society of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisc.

Dominicans: Dominican House of Studies, Wash-
ington, D.C.; Dublin, Ireland Mission Society: University
of Notre Dame Archives, South Bend, Ind.; Franciscans:
Bancroft Library, University of California, Berkeley,
Calif.; St. Bonaventure University Archives, St. Bona-
venture, N.Y.; John Carter Brown Library, Brown Uni-
versity, Providence, R.I.; Academy of American
Franciscan History, Berkeley, Calif.; and Santa Fe Arch-
diocesan Archives, Santa Fe, N.M.; Gambell Missiona-
ries, 1898-1906: Alaska Historical Society, Anchorage,
Alaska; German Settlements: St. Vincent’s Archabbey
Archives, Latrobe, Pa.; German Jesuits in America,
1611-1760: Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.;
Irish and Home Rule: American Irish Historical Society,
New York, N.Y.; Jesuits in Alaska: Gonzaga University
Archives, Spokane, Wash.

Jesuits in California, 1768: Oscott College, Bir-
mingham, England; Jesuit Missions among Kickapoo and
Potawami Indians: St. Louis University Archives, St.
Louis, Mo.; Jesuits in North America, 1612-1685: State
Historical Society of Wisconsin, Madison, Wisc.; Jesuit
Missions in the Northwest, 1843-1947. Gonzaga Univer-
sity Archives, Spokane, Wash. and University of Alaska
Museum, Fairbanks, Alaska; Jesuits in Oregon: Gonzaga
University Archives, Spokane, Wash.; Jesuit Papers,
Copies from Germany, Mexico, Rome, and Spain, *‘Jesuit
Americana’”: St. Louis University Archives, St. Louis,
Mo.; Latin-American Church: Bancroft Library, Univer-
sity of California, Berkeley, Calif.; Museum of New
Mexico, Santa Fe, N.\M.; and Academy of American
Franciscan History, Berkeley, Calif.; Lyons (France) Mis-
sion Society: University of Notre Dame Archives, South
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Bend, Ind.; Missions in Missouri and the Dakotas,
1873-1923: Conception Abbey Archives, Conception,
Mo. Munich (Germany) Mission Society: University of
Notre Dame Archives, South Bend, Ind.

Oregon Missions: Oregon Historical Society, Port-
land, Oreg. Paris (France) Mission Society: University
of Notre Dame Archives, Notre Dame, Ind.; Phillipines:
Newberry Library, Chicago, IIl.; University of Michigan
Library, Ann Arbor, Mich.; Duke University Library,
Durham, N.C; and Princeton University Library, Prince-
ton, N.J.; Representatives of the American Hierarchy in
Rome, 1832-1903: Catholic University Archives, Wash-
ington, D.C.; Society for the Propagation of the Faith,
1822—1900: University of Notre Dame Archives, South
Bend, Ind.; Spaniards in Florida and West Indies,
1783-1795: Huntington Library, San Marino, Calif;
Spanish-American War Papers: St. Joseph Central
House, Emmitsburg, Md.; Spanish Missions, 1776-1955:
Bowers Museum, Santa Ana, Calif.; Sulpicians in the
United States: St. Mary’s Seminary Archives, Roland
Park, Md.; Texas and Southwest Missions: University of
Notre Dame Archives, South Bend, Ind.; Vienna (Aus-
tria) Mission Society: University of Notre Dame Ar-
chives, Notre Dame, Ind.

See Also: VATICAN ARCHIVES.
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This article presents the history of the development
of Catholic manuscript centers in the U.S., and then de-
scribes some of the more important centers, categorized
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by their connection with archdiocesan and diocesan sces,
educational institutions, and religious orders and congre-
gations.

History. Before the 1960s, almost no dioceses had
more than part-time archivists, only a few Catholic col-
leges and universities devoted much attention or re-
sources to the collection and preservation of Catholic
documents, and most religious orders had hardly even
considered the need to create archives. Professional train-
ing among archivists in Catholic institutions was virtually
unheard of and standards of professional practice nonex-~
istent. Since 1960, the increased public interest in history
(reflected in the formation of new history museums, the
popularity of historic preservation, and the increase in the
numbers and professionalism of public history personnel)
has been mirrored by the development of archives within
the Church. In 1974, in preparation for the nation’s Bi-
centennial celebration and after effective lobbying by
several historians, the National Conference of Catholic
Bishops issued ‘A Document for Ecclesiastical Ar-
chives.”” The bishops noted the general neglect of Catho-
lics in the writing of American history and conceded that
that neglect had been caused, at least in part, by histori-
ans’ lack of ‘‘access to the pertinent documents of bish-
ops, dioceses, religious orders.”” The document urged all
bishops who did not have an archivist to appoint one
quickly. More recently, in 1997, the Vatican’s Pontifical
Commission for the Cultural Heritage of the Church con-
tended that **Archives are places of memory which must
be preserved, transmitted, renewed, appreciated, because
they represent the most direct connection with the heri-
tage of the Church community.”” The Commission went
on to encourage professional training of archival staffs.

In the late 1970s the Leadership Conference of
Women Religious launched an archival development
program, led by Sr. Evangeline Thomas, C.S.J. This
eight-year project provided professional training for
nearly 400 archivists of women religious orders and pro-
duced a rich and extensive survey of the holdings of over
500 archives of congregations of women religious in
1983. Picking up on this effort, a group of archivists from
congregations of women religious began meeting in the
late 1980s to form a permanent organization where they
could discuss common problems and work together for
common solutions. In 1992, they organized formally into
the Archivists of Congregations of Women Religious
(ACWR). Through the work of the first officers the
ACWR established a relationship with the Society of
American Archivists (SAA), mecting annually at the
SAA’s convention. ACWR members also began to meet
together on their own every three years for a more exten-
sive program of workshops and forums directly related
to their own problems.
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Inspired by the bishops’ 1974 Document on Ecclesi-
astical Archives and growing out of discussions held as
part of the meetings of the SAA in 1979-1980, the Asso-
ciation of Catholic Diocesan Archivists (ACDA) was for-
mally established, with a constitution and bylaws, in
1982, to promote professionalization and standards
among diocesan archivists. Early on ACDA addressed
the important issue of access to sacramental records with
a 1982 Statement on Access and Use of Sacramental Re-
cords which recognized the sensitivity of these records
as well as the legitimacy of genealogical research therein
and urged diocesan archivists to make them available
under controlled conditions. In 1991, the ACDA tackled
the issue of access to church records generally with its
Guideline for Access to Diocesan Archives, which rec-
ommended equality of access within the demands of
canon law and generally following the procedures of
broader archival world in general.

There has been no equivalent for the ACDA or the
ACWR for Catholic college and university archivists.
Nonetheless, they have been very active in encouraging
the professionalization of Catholic archives as well. In
the late 1980s and early 1990s and again in the late 1990s,
for example, Catholic University has offered training for
archivists through a Religious Archives Institute cospon-
sored by the University’s Archives and Library School.

The following survey will highlight some of the
more important archives among the three main groups,
diocesan, college and university, and religious order ar-
chives, which make up the world of Catholic archives
today.

Diocesan Archives. Because of the fundamental im-
portance of diocesan units in the church’s ecclesial struc-
ture, diocesan archives are necessarily the foundation for
the documentation of Catholic religious life in the nation.
The following is but a brief survey of some of the major
Archdiocesan archives. As might be expected given their
greater resources, the pation’s archdioceses have many of
the best endowed and well-staffed archival programs. Yet
there are numerous excellent programs among smaller di-
oceses, such as in Galveston, Texas; Harrisburg and Pitts-
burgh, Pennsylvania; and Brooklyn, New York.

Baltimore is the mother see of the American church.
Founded in 1789, all other dioceses in the nation descend
from it. The Baltimore Diocesan Archives, known until
1974 as the Baltimore Cathedral Archives, is particularly
rich in the papers of such leaders like James Cardinal
Gibbons and Bishop John Carroll and the records of the
Plenary Councils of American bishops held there in 1866
and 1884,

Several dioceses were created from Baltimore in
1808 as the American church grew in size. The sees of
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three of the dioceses were major cities of the northeast
coast: Boston, New York, and Philadelphia. Boston’s ar-
chives were largely administered informally until the late
1970s when they were completely reorganized under the
leadership of James O’ Toole. O’ Toole, a force in the for-
mation of the ACDA, helped establish in Boston a model
of professional practice for other diocesan archives
through the professional processing of papers, develop-
ment of quality finding aids and guides, and codification
of rules of access. Whereas Baltimore’s collections are
heavy in the papers of its distinguished prelates, Boston’s
are more diverse. Boston’s collections include bishops’
papers, thin in the nineteenth century apart from a re-
markable journal kept by Bishops Fenwick and Fitzpat-
rick, but generally richer in the twentieth century, More
important may be the very extensive collection of corre-
spondence between chancery officials and parishes, char-
itable agencies and religious orders beginning with the
O’Connell administration in 1907. Boston has also col-
lected parish announcement books and bulletins from se-
lected parishes and pre-1920 sacramental records from
every parish in the diocese.

Philadelphia’s collections are more diverse than
Boston’s and Baltimore’s, since they include not only the
archival records of the archdiocese but the manuscripts
acquired by the American Catholic Historical Society.
Thus at Philadelphia one can not only find papers of nine-
teenth-century Archbishops Wood and Ryan but also
their notable contemporary, the Catholic lay activist and
Irish American nationalist, Martin Ignatius Griffin, as
well as a very extensive collection of Catholic newspa-
pers from around the nation. New York’s Archdiocesan
Archives also has rich collections, that, like Baltimore’s
appear to be especially rich in the papers of bishops like
Archbishop John Hughes, Michael Corrigan and Francis
Cardinal Spellman.

The Chicago Archdiocesan Archives includes the
papers of the archdiocese’s many notable leaders, Cardi-
nals Mundelein, Stritch, Meyer, Cody, and Bernardin.
The Archives also has extensive chancery correspon-
dence files, records of scores of schools, and microfilm
copies of all pre-1916 sacramental registers from all of
the Archdiocese’s parishes. Since 1966, the Archive has
been located in newly renovated, fully climate-controlied
facility in downtown Chicago.

New Orleans has a long tradition of Catholic settle-
ment that predates its incorporation into the United
States. The Archdiocesan Archives there has rich collec-
tions of correspondence from Louisiana pastors in the
late eighteenth and early nineteenth century documenting
the material and spiritual life of their parishes. It also
holds the pre-1900 sacramental records for all the Arch-
diocese’s parishes.
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Long before there was a United States of America
and a diocese of Baltimore, Catholicism had been estab-
lished in the Spanish colonies of what today has become
New Mexico and Texas. The Archives of the Archdio-
cese of Santa Fe are especially strong in regard to both
Hispanic and Native Americans and include documents
dating from 1678, account books from 1736, and sacra-
mental records from 1694 are housed since 1993 in a fa-
cility combining offices, storage, and a museum. The
Catholic Archives of Texas is a unique institution serving
as the only state Catholic archives in the United States.
Founded in 1923 under the auspices of the Texas Knights
of Columbus Historical Commission, it cooperates cloge-
ly with the Diocese of Austin, where it is located, other
dioceses in Texas, and with cultural and historical institu-
tions in the area to achieve historical preservation of cath-
olic history. Holdings include records of the Texas
Catholic Conference and the Texas Knights of Columbus
and its Historical Commission, Texas Catholic Historical
Society, and religious associations, societies and Catholic
clubs in Texas, personal papers and biographical files of
the bishops and clergy in Texas, and documents dealing
with various religious orders. Like Santa Fe the Catholic
Archives of Texas has a rich collection of records dating
back to the Spanish colonial era, with holdings docu-
menting Catholic life in cighteenth-century San Antonio
and El Paso.

On the West Coast the three principal archives are
in Los Angeles, San Francisco and Seattle. Housed in the
beautiful old San Fernando mission in Mission Hillg, Cal-
ifornia, the Los Angeles Archives is particularly rich in
the papers of Los Angeles® bishops, such as Thomas J.
Conaty and John J. Cantwell. The Archives has indexed
the papers of many of these men in detailed item-level
calendars. The San Francisco Archdiocesan Archives
contains documents extending back to the region’s mis-
sion history but the collections are strongest in the Arch-
diocese’ administrative records of the twentieth century,
The Archives also has sacramental records for every par-
ishin the diocese and has conducted a very ambitious oral
history program since 1986 that has produced over 150
interviews. Seattle’s collections include early sacramen-
tal records and diocesan administrative files,

Catholic College and University Archives. Beyond
the records they keep of their own institutions, the ar-
chives and special collections departments at Catholic
colleges and universities range widely in the kinds of re-
cords and papers they have collected to document the
American Catholic experience. As a rule they are further
advanced in professional practice and particularly in the
use of computer technology than diocesan or religious
order archives. The largest Catholic college archives are
those at Catholic University, University of Notre Dame,
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and Marquette University. Other schools such as Boston
College, Holy Cross, Seton Hall, St. John’s (New York),
and St. John’s (Minnesota), also have critically important
collections documenting American Catholic history and
most, like Boston College and St. John’s (New York)
have professionally sophisticated programs.

Catholic University’s archives date to 1949. The
strengths of its collections are Catholic organizational re-
cords and personal papers from the twentieth century,
The University Archives, for example, holds the records
of the three most important national Catholic organiza-
tions in the country: the United States Catholic Confer-
ence of Bishops (formerly the United States Catholic
Conference-National Conference of Catholic Bishops
and before that the National Catholic Welfare Confer-
ence); the National Catholic Education Association, and
Catholic Charities USA (formerly the National Confer-
ence of Catholic Charities). The Catholic University Ar-
chives also includes the personal papers of a number of
important twentieth-century Catholic intellectuals and
social activists such as Monsignors John Ryan, George
Higgins, John Montgomery Cooper and John Tracy Ellis,
who were connected to the above organizations or were
members of the University’s faculty or both. The Univer-
sity Archives and Manuscripts department has central-
ized its operations by moving inte a single renovated
facility, with up-to-date climate-controlled storage rooms
and a refurbished reading room and offices.

Father Edward Sorin, the founder of the University
of Notre Dame, also founded the University’s archives.
Not long thereafter, Professor James Fenwick Edwards
established a repository at the school entitled the Catholic
Archives of America project and began collecting the
early diocesan records of Detroit, New Orleans, and Cin-
cinnati; personal papers of Catholic lay leaders like Ores-
tes Brownson and William Onahan; and records relating
to Catholic participation in the Civil War. The Archives
has continued to collect papers and records of critical im-
portance in American Catholic history, including the pa-
pers of Monsignor Reynold Hillenbrand, a leading figure
in the liturgical movement; the Christian Family Move-
ment; and Archbishop John F. Dearden of Detroit, the
first president of the National Conference of Catholic
Bishops. Of special note are collections of the records of
two of the most important Catholic journals in America,
Commonweal magazine and the National Catholic Re-
porter. Together the archives of the University and the
manuscripts collections at Notre Dame make up about
19,000 feet of records and papers, making it the largest
single Catholic repository in the United States.

Marquette University’s Department of Archives and
Special Collections was established in 1961 and now
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houses more than 15,000 feet of records. In addition to
maintaining the University’s own institutional archives,
the department has rich resources in its manuscript col-
lections documenting the American Catholic experience,
It includes, for example, some 150 feet of the papers of
Dorothy Day and Catholic Worker houses in New York
City and other cities around the country; collections in
Catholic Women’s history comprising the records and
papers of the Institute of Women Today, the National Co-
alition of American Nuns and the Women’s Ordination
Conference; and 16 collections docu menting Christianity
among the native peoples of the Americas. These last in-
clude the 500 feet of records of the Bureau of Catholic
Indian Missions.

Archives of Congregations of Women and Men
Religious. Many communities of men religious have
been able to deposit their community or provincial re-
cords at colleges or universities founded by their orders,
and many such colleges and universities have established
archival or special collections programs to take care of
those records or to assist the establishment of order ar-
chives. Some of the Jesuit provinces, for example, have
deposited their records at Georgetown, Holy Cross, and
St. Lounis University, among other institutions, while
Marianists and Augustinians have set up congregational
archives at the University of Dayton and Villanova re-
spectively. Women religious, who have smaller colleges
with more limited library resources and have been largely
involved in primary or secondary education or health or
charitable work, have not had the same options. Yet
women’s congregations have generally been better orga-
nized and more active in attending to their records and
the preservation of their history. Congregations like the
Visitation sisters in Washington and the Discalced Car-
melites in Baltimore have sought and received funds
from the National Historical Publications and Records
Commission, a federal funding agency, to organize their
archives. Several other communities, most notably the
Immaculate Heart of Mary Sisters in Michigan, Felician
Sisters in Connecticut, Sisters of Mercy in Pittsburgh,
Pennsylvania, Ursuline congregations in Missouri and
Kentucky, Discalced Carmelites in Albany, New York,
Daughters of Charity in Emmitsburg, Maryland and Sis-
ters of St. Joseph in Massachusetts have created profes-
sional archives, preserving, arranging and describing
collections according to archival principles and working
with computer technology.

Unlike the colleges and universities, and, perhaps
more so even than for the dioceses, collecting for reli-
gious congregations is more focused, for they are in the
truest sense strictly archives, repositories with a precise
institutional role to preserve the records of their order,
province, or community. Records thus often include, as
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in the archives of the Ursuline nuns of Crystal Heights
of Missouri: papers of provincial superiors; rules, consti-
tutions and chronicles of the order, province or communi-
ty; formation records; and personal papers, diaries,
journals and correspondence of sisters. Many, too, like
the Missouri Ursulines often include records of the
order’s closed hospitals, schools or charitable institu-
tions.

Such a description hardly does justice to the impor-
tance of these archives for the study of American Catho-
lic history. The Jesuit Maryland provincial records
deposited at Georgetown, for example, are one of the
richest single sources in the nation for research into sev-
enteenth century American Catholicism. Among other
things, they extensively document Jesuit plantations and
slave holding in that era. The records of Baltimore’s Dis-
calced Carmelites are a rich resource for Maryland Ca-
tholicism in the later years of the early Republic when
their community was established at Port Tobacco in
Maryland. Missionary society archives like those of the
Maryknoll fathers and sisters include correspondence and
diaries rich with observations on cultures and societies in
Asia and Africa.
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ARCHPRIEST

This title dates from the 4th century; it was given,
usually, to the senior priest attached to a cathedral. He
was empowered to take the bishop’s place at liturgical
functions. Later, rural archpriests also were appointed
who were superior to the local clergy as was the cathedral
archpriest to the cathedral clergy., The cathedral arch-
priest became known as the dean; his rural counterparts,
as rural deans; vicars forane are the modern equivalent
of rural archpriests. Today the title archpriest, as at St.
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Peter’s, Rome, Notre Dame, Paris, and elsewhere is hon-
orific. In England from 1598 to 1623 the Church was
ruled by an archpriest as superior of the English mission;
when in 1623 persecution had abated sufficiently to make
it probable that the presence there of a bishop would not
provoke worse persecution, the third and last archpriest
was replaced by a vicar apostolic.
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ARCHPRIEST CONTROVERSY

The archpriest controversy (1598-1602) grew out of
the opposition of a few English seminary priests to the
institution of the archpriest and to the authority of George
BLACKWELL, first to be appointed to this office in March
1598. During Cardinal William ALLEN’S lifetime the
weakness of having no superior over the clergy in En-
gland was obscured by his own great prestige and by that
of Henry GARNET, the Jesuit superior, who dealt with ur-
gent practical problems.

After Allen’s death in October 1594, Clement VI,
thinking the time yet unripe for a bishop, appointed
Blackwell through Cajetan, the Cardinal Protector, as
archpriest with 12 assistants to rule the seminary priests
on the mission. Over Blackwell with appellate powers
was the papal nuncio to Flanders. For years there had
been a combined move on the part of the rebellious stu-
dents in the English College, the faction in Flanders, and
a few priests in England, mostly prisoners in Wisbech
Castle, to have the Jesuits recalled from England and re-
moved from the government of the seminaries. One
clause of the Protector’s Instructions to Blackwell pro-
vided for consultation with the Jesuits. This later caused
contention. The new appointment was warmly welcomed
in England by more than 300 priests. Some 15, however,
at first refused to recognize their new superior. Two of
them, William Bishop and Robert Charnock, left for
Rome in late summer 1598 to appeal, while those remain-
ing enlisted the support of the persecuting government,
aploy later so characteristic of the group. Blackwell’s ap-
pointment, however, was but the occasion for the jour-
ney, for the trouble-makers in England and abroad had
been planning an embassy to Rome some months before
it had been made; they now pursued these plans, adding

~ thereto dislike of the new office and personal complaints

against Blackwell.

Their embassy caused great displeasure in Rome.
They were examined individually, and a papal brief on
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