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stronger relationships wittolonial officials and local Tutsi eliteduring the transitional
decade of the 1920%his work bore fruit in the 1930s with the mass conversions of Tutsi
elites that placed Rwanda on the road to becoming one of the most Catholic countries in
Africa. | conclude by considei ng t he 1940s period, an era wh
public embrace of Catholicism as a national creecligetforeshadowed the intralite
divisions and tensions that would come to domieatdesial and politicdife in the 1950s.
As thisperiod s prolegomena to my primary research on the 18P period, m
analysis here stems largely from a close readikgpfecondargourceosn Rwandads ea
political and ecclesial historyncludingthe works ofStefaan Minnait, lan Linden, Gamaliel
Mbonimana, Paul Rutayisire, Allison Des Forges, and Justin Kalibwami. | also integrate
select primary sources, including several key reflectitoma the pen of Léon Classe which
reveal the complexity of missionary discourse on the Huifisi distinction andlwrchstate

relations during the first half of the 2@entury.

A. 19"-centurycontextsCharles Lavigeri@ s mi s s i o lamdthe ¢ a | Vi's
legacy of Buganda,865-1900

Catholic history in Rwanda is a distinctively™€entury story. The first White Father

missionaries arrivedtthe royal court in 1900, and the first five mission posts in the country

were established between 1900 and 1905. Rwanda did not develop its international reputation

as a Chrisan kingdom in @ntral Africa until the 1930s, and it was not until after World War

[l that Mwami Charles Rudahigwa Mutatadicated the country to Christ the King. That

saidther oot s of Rwandads fir s tl9"CemturhantextChe mi ssi on
first secton of this chaptethusexplores the missiological vision of Charles Lavigerie, the

French founder of the White Fathers, in the contestXd" centuryEuropeammissionary
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revival that sent thousands of yog men and women to spread a gospéllaistian
conversion and European civilizatiemthe farthest corners of the globéhénoffer an
overview of the early Buganda missions. The 1880s martyrdoms and subsequent growth of
the Catholic and Protestant missiam$Jgandaserved as implicit models forigsionaries
throughout the region, establishing important legacies in areas of state Gowstian

rivalry and mass conversians

1. Charles Lavigeriand theorigins of the Missionaries of Africa

Archbishop of Algiers and Carthage, founderwb tAfrican missionary
congregationand an Eastern Rite seminary, international crusader against slarsoy
between Paris and Rome, confidant of Pope XIIl i Charles Lavigerie withessedany of
the most important movements, people, and evertdktenturyCatholicism. Lavigerie
remains one of the seminal figures in modern EuropedrAfrican Christian history. In
turn, his Missionaries of Africa (White Fatherg)erearguablythe most significant
missionary congregation 20"-centuryAfrica.! Ther influence in Rwanda was unsurpassed

%f Rich

TAkings without crownso in the words
and a propeanalysisof Rwandan church history entails understanding the White Fathers and

their founder.

'!Adrian Hastings calls Lavigerie fithe mbcsetntouurtysdt andi n
(Adrian HastingsThe Ghurch in Africal4501950(Oxford: Clarendon, 1994), 254). John Baur notes that

White Father influence extended well beyond the missionary era, as the first three African bishops and first two
African cardinals all traineth White Father seminaries. By the 1960s, Missionaries of Africa (M.Afr.) dioceses
included onesixth of African territory and onrguarter of Catholic Christians on the continent, and the Society
counted 4,350 missionaries in its ranks (John B220Q eas of Christianity in Africa: An African History 62
1992(Nairobi: Paulines, 1994187).

2 paul Rutayisirel.a christianisation du Rwanda (19a®45): Méthode missionnaire et politique selon Mgr

Léon ClasséFribourg: Editions Universitaires FribourgiSse, 1987), 53[he metaphor is further developed in
Alisondes For ges, Ibwnhs: thgWhiteviathersanuRivandin Eastern African Historyed.

Daniel McCall, Norman Bennett, and Jeffrey Butler (New York: Praeger, 1969207.6
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Charles Martl AllemandLavigeriewas born in 1825 in a Eurogéll recovering
from the calamities of the French Revolution and the Napoleonic pé&itredFrance of his
early years remained bittertivided over the legacy dfie Revolution and the fte of
Catholicism in French societlavigeriehimselfpursuechis priestly vocation over the
opposition of his antclerical Gascony familyThe extent to which a French Catholic could
engage the French Republic would remain a central issue throughout laageri | i f e, anc
himself would play no small role imelping to resolvéhis controversy in his final years.

For all of the challenges, though, Lavigerie joined a Euro@zdholic Church
experiencinga major renewal at home and abroditlis 19" centuryCatholicrevival shared
its early modern predecessoslose association of internal renewal with overseas midsion
Recovering from the dechristianization of the revolutionary peti#@century European
missions correlate@hristianitywith Western oilization.> Romealso played a centrable
in the 19th-centuryrevival, beginning with the pontificatef Pope Gegory XVI (1831-1846).
Former prefecof Propaganda Fide t h e V agregatiom foidesangelization, Gregory
approved multiplenissionary congregations focusing exclusively on the African continent.

Thesenewgroupssupplantedhe traditionalCatholicmissionary order¢e.g., the

®ForLad geri eds | i f e, Cadnal LaFigedenGharéchman,PeophatuMissignatsans. John
O6Donohue (London/ Atl antic Hi ghl an-asguagestudiesdfifihl one Pr e
century French church history include Adrien Ddtesand John DingléReligious History of Modern France

(New York: Herder and Herder, 1961); Ralph Gibsdigocial History of French Catholicism 178914 (New

York/London: Routledge, 1989); Mary Heimari@atholic revivalism in worship and devotion," Tine

Cambridge History of Christianity VIHWorld Christianities c. 1818914 eds. Sheridan Gilley and Brian

Stanley Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2006-83.

“l date the early modern period o138 entsrgeéxmonationsitst ory fr
the suppression of the Jesuits in 1773. As a sign of the vitality of French missionary work ifi teatigy,82

missionary congregations were founded in Fraloae during the 180($Stefaan MinnaerPremier Voyage

de Mgr Hirth au Rwanda, Novembre 189 ®v r i er 1900: Contribution 7 | 6®t uc
catholique au Rwandgigali: Les Editions Rwandaise2006), 205.

® Minnaert notes the importance of a text Ii®é a t e a u lkergénia dudCaristianism@802) for shaping the

19" century spirit of missionary romanticism with its concomitant commitments to evangelizing and civilizing
(Minnaert,Premier Voyage de Mgr Hirtt206).



29

FranciscansDominicars, andJesuits)n spearheading Catholic outreach if't@ntury
Africa.?

Amongthese pioneer$rancisLibermann Justin & JacobisandDaniel Comboni
foreshadowed he | ater vision of Charles Lavigeriebo
from AlsaceLorraine, Libermanriounded the Congregation of themaculateHeart of
Mary which later merged with the Holy Ghost Fath@piritans)’ He sent one of the first
large contingerstof European missionaries to West Africa in the early 1840s. Their
subsequent calamitiesiused Libermann thift his focugo encouraging missionary
adaptationappointing capable administratoesiddevelopingndigenous catechists and
priests® Working in Ethiopiain the 1840s and 18508e Jacobishowed uncommon
sensitivity to the ancient traditions of the Ethiopian Churcotiaining married priests and
adoptingthegce 6 ez | i tlwnr cuidaddlt iroint .0 Li ber mannds emp
indigenous priests and De ,Danel€cbmbosni Decud86dn
plan for the evangelization of Afridaparticularlyits concern formedical missionand
vision of Asavi ng influencaediadgerte hsrhe hegah to dnvision kisa 0

own missionary societies of men and women religfous.

® On African church history, see Adrian Hastin§leeChurch in Africa 1450195Q Elizabeth IsicheiA History

of Christianity in Africa: From Antiquity to the Presdi@rand Rapids, MI: Eerdmans, 1995); Bengt Sundkler
and Christopher Steedhe History of the Church in Afrigg€ambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000).

J o hn BuYedrssof Christianity in Africaffers a thorough if hagiographic account of the personalities
who shaped African church history, focusing on the Roman Catholic tradition.

" Particularly infuential on the West and East African coasts, the Spiritans founded the first Catholic missions
in East Africa at Zanzibar (1863) and Bagamoyo (1868) in pretgniTanzania. On the Spiritans, see Henry J.
Koren,To the Ends of the Earth: A General Histafythe Congregation of the Holy Ghdgittsburgh:

Duguesne University Press, 1983); Paul V. KollmEme Evangelization of Slaves a@dtholic Origins in East
Africa (Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 2005).

8 Koren, To the Ends of the Earti8588. Koren notes tt 80% of the initial missionary contingent sent to
Guinea died within 12 months.

° Hastings Church in Africg 226:29; Baur,2000 Years17475.
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In addition, # of these congregations focused their pastoral outrgaetifically on
the continent of Africa, and Lavigerie share
of Africa.0'° In this vision Afri caneedd Christianity both forspiritual salvation and
material civilization Africa hadpossessed alement of the exotic in Jewish and Christian
discourseas far back as biblical timé519"-centuryexplorations into the interior only
enhanced he tantalizing if foreb&Whilemissionagge of t
apologists often point to th@e-colonial roots of many African Christian missions,
missionaries also embodied a distinetipdernizingand Westernizininfluence In this
sense, the White Fathesgrevery muchmen of their times.

Lavigeri®s ear |l y bi ogr ap hwaysiBrstmeptreiedioctarah y i n t
work in church history, developing@articular interest in the anciecatechumenatélis

later introductiorof a fouryearcatechumenateinh e Whi t e Fat her sd Bugar

“The |l anguage is borrowed daumenstuttyThe Invehtiordof Africae 6s semi nal
(Bloomingbn, IN: Indiana University Press, 1988) aftue Idea of AfricdBloomington, IN: Indiana
University Press, 1994).

"I'f biblical Egypt represented the | and of oppressior
care for Gentiles livingatéh f art hest ends of the earth. Representat
prediction that AEthiopia will stretch out her hands

Kings 10), and Phil p énsounter with the Ethiopian Eunuch in ABt26-39. For further commentary on these
passages, see Badf00 Years1-1 7; Andrew Wal | s, AAfrica infheChristian
CrossCultural Processn Christian History(Maryknoll, NY: Orbis, 2002): 887.

12 This language is borrowedtbm Adrian HastingsChurch in Africa 298301. Here Hastings notes the
polyval ent meani ngteeuoniappgdirderidt, th€seenting lack of tivilization, the legacy
of the slave trade, the corruptions of heathenism, and indigenousoiiin ¢

13 On the connections between modernity anB-d@ntury mission, see David Bosdhansforming Mission:
Paradigm Shifts in Theologyf Mission(Maryknoll, NY: Orbis Books, 1991), 26245; John L. and Jean
Comaroff,Of Revelation and Revolution: Chtianity, Colonialism, and Consciousness in South Africa
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1991p4t Stephen B. Bevans and Roger P. Schro@terstants in
Context: A Theology of Mission for Tod@aryknoll, NY: Orbis, 2004), 2088. For studiethat emphasize

the premodern or noWestern components of 1@entury African missions, see WalossCultural
ProcessWalls, The Missionary Movement in Christian Histdiaryknoll, NY: Orbis, 1996); Aylward
Shorter,Cross and Flag in Africa: TheWhite Fathere and the Colonial Scramble, 189814 (Maryknoll,

NY: Orbis, 2006); Lamin Sannefiranslating the Message: The Missionary Impact on CultMaryknoll,

NY: Orbis, 1989).

4 The following material is drawn from Renaultardinal Lavigerie 13-14, 3158,
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placed a distinct emphasis on Christiamfation rejectingany recourse tmass baptisms
Second, hespenta crucial period in the early 1860s coordinating Catholic relief work for
Lebanese orphanghis experience taught him the importance of the humanitarian
dimensions of missiorkinally, Lavigeriein the early 1860served inthe Roman Rota, the
Holy Seebs highest appel |l at eentéeintdtheviaican Thi s
circles that wouldacilitate the work of his missionary congregatiam&ter years.

Lavigerie traced his missionary vocationaoevelation ifNovember 18660n the
feast of St. Martinof Tourd, avi geri e recei-vkidnmedregaomplod 0 Na:
to restore the African Churci Alreadythe Bishop ofNancy and groomed for probable
succession to the importahRtenchsee of Lyons, Lavigeriabruptly changed course,
petitioningRome for thdong-neglected mission outpost Afgiers. It was in Algeria that
Lavigerieenvisioned the revival dhe ancient North African churcthe inaugurgon of an
apostolate tdNorth AfricanMuslims, andhe establishment af missionary gateway to the
African continent

He only achieved thé&ast of his three pastoral goals. Stymied by anaestical
colonial government, a hostile settler population, and a committed Muslim populace,
Lavigerie in the 1870s turned his proselytizing zeal to the emerging mission fields south of
the Saharaworking through hisiew missionary congregations, the Missionaries of Africa

and the Sisters of Afric Lavigerie established Catholic outposts stretcliiom present

1% Renault,Cardinal Lavigerie 67-70.

16 Adoptingthe whitegandourahdress common in Arab North Africthe Missionaries of Africa become
popularly knownasthd@ Whi t e Fat her s o0 |wailhude the Wamestingerct&ngsably threaughou
this dissertation.
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day Malito MalawiLavi geri eds vision of the Missionar
initial charter.
A Societyof secular priests, dedicated to the Missions of Africa, living in community,
practicing the same rule, and bound to each other and to the common work by an oath
to consecrate themselves to the Missions of Africa, either wiitleilelegation or
beyond its boundaries, according to the rules of the Society and in obedience to its
Superiors"’
In the final decade of his lifd.avigeriecombatedhe international slave tradegntributed to
theFirst Ralliementin France strengthenedelations with Eastern Rite Catholics, and
oversawthe continued growth of the White Father missions in central Africa. He died in
November 1892, surrounded bgnfreresdrom as far away as Jerusalem and Buganda and
praised in Paris and Romika.*®
|l f Charles Lavigerieds missiological visi
versejtwouldbeStPaul 6s statementiToa tlh€owe ak hi amsc &
win over the weak. | have become all things to all, to save at least séttthe White
Fat her enéral haptersneeting in 1874, Lavigerie called on his missionariaddpt

theexterior habits of the people they were trying to convert, from clothing to language to

diet!® He mandated thaWhite Fatherspeak the lodavernaculaexclusivelywithin six

' Quoted in RenaulCardinal Lavigerie 153

18 After a century of churcistate intransigence, Pope Leo XIII asked Lavigerie to begin preparing the way for a
rapprochement between the Catholic Church and France¢
Ralliemendb ) . Thi s ef f olratvicguelrmienbast efda moiutsh 1890 Atoast of Al
surrounded by French naval officers, raised a glass t
French Catholics with the Third Republic made him a popular Catholic figure irallseohgovernment. On

hearing of his death, Pope Leo XIII is said to have
(Renault,Cardinal Lavigerie 427).

9 Charles Lavigerie and Xavier de Montclbg, Cardinal Laviger: La MissionUni v e r s edlise(Pariste L 6 £
Cerf, 1991), 94 See also Renaulfardinal Lavigerie 107-08.






